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Head Teacher’s Message

Dear Parents/Carers,

Last week was mental health awareness week and the theme was staying well. Ms Magrowski led
the virtual assemblies for the week and the content was as pertinent for adults as it was for young
people.

Students in year 10 recently successfully completed their Duke of Edinburgh bronze expedition
over 2 days. My thanks to all staff involved over the 2 days and well done to all students involved.

The Year 7 parents evening has been scheduled for Thursday 6™ July.

Governors took part in their annual governing body training day this week. The day was led by the
Chair of Governors and was on the topic of How do governors govern? It was a very productive
day with plenty of focused discussion on this key strategic role in the school.

Staffing news

Ms Jordan leaves at the end of this week to take up a position at a school in a neighbouring
borough. We thank her for all her work in science over the last few years and we wish her all the
best in the future. We wish Ms Dubbey all the best as she starts her maternity leave.

We have recently held interviews for the positions of deputy head teacher and assistant head
teachers. Following the interview processes we appointed Ms Makepeace as deputy head
teacher, Ms Woodhouse as assistant head teacher and Ms Magrowski as assistant head teacher.
All three take up their positions in September 2023.

This half term finishes on Friday 26 May at the normal time. Next half term starts on Monday 5

June at the normal time. It will be Week A. The summer term finishes on Wednesday 19 July at
12.15pm
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Matthew Brown, Head Teacher
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Blackfen Culture Carnival

We would like to invite our students, families, and the wider community to join us in a
celebration of diversity here at Blackfen on Friday 30" June. Students are being invited to
come to school dressed in their traditional cultural/national dress, or in their national colours for a
donation of £1 per student. All monies raised will be donated to the charity Blueprint for All
(formerly the Stephen Lawrence Charitable Trust), a charity that works tirelessly to promote a
fairer and more equal society for all.

As part of the Culture Carnival, we would like to hold a fashion show of all the wonderful traditional
garments and have a variety of foods available for people to try, on the school field from 3pm. We
are asking the families of our students to help us in making this day a success by providing an
array of delicious foods from around the world for our students and their families to try. The foods
could be savoury or sweet, spicy or mild, it does not matter as long as it is something you would be
willing to share. We would also be very grateful if any family members would be willing to take part
in the fashion show or would be willing to lend some clothes to the school so that staff
members/students could wear them for the fashion show. Of course, a fashion show and party are
nothing without music, so if any of you are talented musicians, please let us know and we would
be glad to give you a platform to display those talents.

To offer your help, food, clothes, or register an interest in the Blackfen Culture Carnival, please
contact Mrs Dunsdon via email at ddu@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk

We look forward to seeing you all on the school field to celebrate our cultural diversity.

Danielle Dunsdon

Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Lead
Student Co-ordinator

Teacher of History

Wellbeing

competition. This year we celebrated wellbeing
by asking the students to write an emotive
piece of writing, in any form about what self-
worth means to them. We had over 70 entries
and the standard was very high. We were so
impressed with all of your freedom of
expression and vulnerability when writing about
something so personal and yet recognising the

importance of self-worth.

Congratulations to Shriyanshi , Annabelle & Helens.

Outstanding and very meaningful words. Your prize gift cards have been
given out and I hope you enjoy spending them!

Well done from Mrs Latif & Mrs Magrowski
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My Self Worth oy Shriyonshi ist Prize

White, white, white liss

Everyday, L see the topsy-turey modals on
Instagram, walete wropped g2 thin ina bind,
hips and chest like o balleon. Eyes that
sparkled more than your doddy's new car.

Woolly hats and beaches, frolicking in the
day, ar under the riained, muddy yellow of
the stroetlomps.

Mot o care in their mind, mor o scar or

werateh, po paln i thelr barble-Dall eyper.

That's what (¢ seeme Hhe doesit 117

Robat figurines in fromt of me, threads of o
marionette stringing them along. A coreless
wink_a whigper in the wind

Aperfect life through the red firted window.

I watch s they outlive ond outshine me in
ewery possible way, thousonds of lives
intertwined irhe ane ghow,

"I"ll pewer be like that" I tell If time and
time again,,'I'm walting fer Hﬂm."

Pink, Pink, dork dongerous pink.

There wae e prince sharming for me,
swecping me off my feet. Blonde, Blonde hoir
and eyear oo Blg I could lose myeslf in them,
There was ro one to sove,

Mot from behind the brick wall:

Stratehing feraver, leading to newhere.

Like me,

Srey, grey, gray shics
Thundering abeave me.

Blue, blug, blus ssar,

The exporse of the waves that orash ogainst my sides.
There's mo end near-by.

they go en fergver

Bo matter how far, or how hard T owim

a coldness enters my .

" Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the ugliest of them
all?"

Who coan’t even locok up no more,

At the disgrace that ix herself
“Will T ever do n.n':,rl'hl'ng worthwhile, mot like themd"

Block.

The darlmsse engulfs me_

the curtaing shroud out the light.

The world is my b,

Ble tears can braak through, wtusk te my Black cloud
Where me one reaches and.

L dem'® reach back

Mo emd in sight.

Fergver goix the tormant.

My rogged blanket shiclds me frem the judgemertal
whange,

Arnd yet,
And et

Self Warthby < nnabell o ze

The war in my

mind bottles hard and strong,

Owe dide eaye, "I leak right
Ore side says, "I look wrong”

T troimed the soldiers all T con,
But still the relertless furmoil began.

Tt starts when I look in the glass,
When I hang out with esme Friends
When Isce o prethy girl pass.

Maybe there | gomethi

wreng with me

The war cries get 5o, so loud,
But mew I'm wtarting te undersrand,
I just need to beld my heod proud.

Wies words wene speken te me_
I nead to let m,.-nu” b free.

I read 1o leok ab myself with @ new II?EM-
The soldiers have fimally ended their fi

ght.

Yellow yellow yellow,
o bright sunmy day

A wI:E of warmth brsake through the cape of my
blinds.

Erggn, green |eaves Fall te the fleer

My eyes open.

I gaze at my reflection.

The glewsy pane dhewe me.

The real me,

The shattered mirrer reforms.
The lies online were inesribed inta the now
blissful water under me. snilling cut like a plate of

pretty |:||ph:|.h-u+ soaghetti.

The sun starts o set onme, but my heart deesn't
ache.

eld, gold, gold.
A hﬂund ebject Flicke iteelf ot me,
"o "

I hod wtepped Infe the szin
It kad glistened warmly in my shrivelled up palm...

"L have worth” I beamed Beighter than emy soin:
The werld didn't esam wo goary eymens



Self Worth

by

Self werth confldense In onex
worth or abilities; self respect.
Abeve v e definition of what
Soagle beligver “eelf worth le
However, self worth con be
deseribed ina variety of ways by
o woriety of people, which is quite
underetandable, o not all of ue
think the seme way, 5o thie pless
of writing will be on what I believe
welf worth le. I shall delve d

inta the real meaning behind thesa
twe words and explore how
differgt It can bs to gach and
every one of us. Reod on if you ore
willing te it in the passenger sest
of this adwerture...

So, what is my understanding of self worth®
I believe that velf worth defines the feeling
of being sonfident n onewelf. For you te
feel voluable as ¥ OU ond met os ancther
being, For yeou te leok ot yourself and
baliewe that ¥OU com succeed amd achiewe in
arnething ¥OU west 1o do_ Becauss yeu CAN
da it

I believe that self worth is a feeling of
wtrangth emd bellef that dogun™t juet have
to come from irside of you. OFf course, you
whauld Believe 11, however, self worth o
ales be gifted to yeu from vomebedy elee
To receive the support and motivotion from
womebody gles that you are WORTH
SOMETHIMSmay even be more effective
than yeu thinkieg It yourdelf ae it gives you
o gerwe of reallsstion that other pesple
bealiewe in you sa of course you should
beligve im YOURSELF] o although eelf
worth has the "self” in it. I believe that it
doeer't Jut come From within It o come
frem anywhere, Even a little boostr of
confidence com end in sparking your whale
ldea of yeureelf and gracing yeou in faith of

wour abilities.

The idea of self worth co make the whole world o better
place, If everyeone hae the confldense to etrive For
reatnsie and believe they semtain the ability TO etrive
or greatness, the possibilities are thot they will achieve
greatners
This is possible has it has been proven that those whe go
day by day with elite mantalities to do well and puress
their goaly do go on to achleve their drseme. This ie due
to the foct that their self worth ond confidence is high.
Ma matter what setbacke they receive their mindeet
ultimatehy challenges these obstocles for them to ba
abetacled mo morel
Merry that want to achieve tend o wlare inawe ot the
sight of others smothered in success and think fo
themeelver "oh how I widh I war them" Well to all thoee
that think like that, have o deep thought and ccknowledge
whether you Beliews n yourdelf gncugh to da what THEY
den do you? De yei have Ingtant reactions te vetbacke
saying to yourself " I'll just try again” or "I"ll try harder
nexct time" and “I've got this?" Or o youssy "I'm e
bad at this" cr "wiy am I even trying” and "should T
quit? T the laet eption, i¢ you then leten here, Megative
ezlf falkery previds themeglves with nesative energy and
do not succeed. Howewer, positive self tolkers provide
themeelver with peeitive energy leading them to pucosue
in thair goals. This is exoctly why if you want to pursue

your gaale If i @ neceedity for your SELF WORTH 12 be
ar HIEH ap it gom bel

&5, thiv ie what eelf worth defings ar to me, So_ I'd like
to finish this piece on these wise words; If you've got
drgame, you nsed e belleve,

Mrs S Latif, Student Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing Support Officer
.|
Attendance Update

Would parents/carers please ask students to sign in at room 1B (next to room 2) if they arrive to
school late.

It is essential that we know who is and is not in school at any time particularly for fire regulations.

If they are late to school after an appointment — or for any other reason — please write a note in
their planner.

Mrs S McGee
Attendance Officer

Update - Year 10 Work Experience 10" — 215 July 2023

As we rapidly approach our work experience period we would like to update you on what happens
next.

All students will be provided with a work experience pack on Friday 23 June. Full details of their
placement and a parent/carer consent form will be enclosed in the pack. The parent/carer consent
form must be returned to the work experience department as soon as possible to ensure that we
know you have seen the details of your child’s placement and agree with all the information
provided.

We strongly recommend that all students contact their placement either by telephone or email
before they commence their placement, ideally to contact them from Monday 26" June. This
allows the student to ask any questions to the employer prior to them starting and also for the
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employer to give them any updated information such as starting times and who they should report
to on their first day.

I will be available during the work experience period for any queries and all details to contact me
will also be in the pack. | look forward to hearing about the many successful placements when we

return in September 2023.

Mrs K Smith

Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

29" May — 2" June 2023

Half Term

Wednesday 7" June 2023

Catchup Vaccination Day

Thursday 8" June 2023

Governors Staffing Meeting

215t — 23 June 2023

Year 12 Eastbourne Trip

Thursday 22" June 2023

Governors Finance Audit & Risk Meeting

Tuesday 27" June 2023

Summer Showcase

Thursday 29" June 2023

Challenge Day 3

Friday 30" June 2023

Induction Day Year 12
Cultural Day

Tuesday 4™ July 2023

Year 6 Induction Day/Evening

Thursday 6™ July

Year 7 Parents Evening

Monday 17" & Tuesday 18" July 2023

Discover Days

71 — 14™ July 2023

Celebration Presentations

10" — 215 July 2023

Year 10 Work Experience

Wednesday 19™ July 2023

Summer Term Finishes students leave early

Thursday 20" & Friday 215 July 2023

INSET Days




