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Head Teacher’s Message
Dear Parents/Carers,
As the term draws to a close I would like to thank you for all your support during a very challenging term.
Despite the prevalence of Covid-19 and various other ailments, we have been able to open every day this
term to all students. Here is to hoping that next term we can start to return to some sort of normality. I
hope that you are able to have some time to relax over the Easter break.
Some sad news to start this newsletter. Sadly, Carolyn Shulver, who worked here as an RS teacher and
faculty leader from the 1980’s until 2010, passed away recently after her battle with cancer. Although, our
young people will not have been taught by her, I am sure that some of their older siblings and
parents/carers will have been taught by her during her almost 40 years at the school. Our thoughts are
very much with her family at this time.
Staffing news
We say farewell to 2 members of staff at Easter. Ms Rawlinson has worked in the English department as a
teacher and as second in charge of English for several years. After a brief time in Australia she will be
taking up a position in another school after Easter. We thank her for her work and wish her all the best in
the future. Mrs Corbett is a TA in the school and she retires after almost 24 years of service at the school.
She has been involved in her work as a TA and in many other aspects of school life. We will miss her work
and her full contribution to the school community.
The Blue and Yellow day raised almost £700.00 which has been sent to the Disasters and Emergency
Committee for their work in Ukraine. Thank you for your support for this day.
Start of next term
The term starts on Tuesday 19 April 2022 at 8.20am for an 8.30am start. We expect to see all our young
people in full school uniform and on time for the start of the summer term. It will be Week A when we return.

Matthew Brown, Head Teacher
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Governors Message
Since the last newsletter report from me the yearly cycle of meetings has continued. These consisted of the
Finance Audit and Risk Committee, the Staffing Committee, the Premises Committee and finally the termly
Full Governing Body Committee. Full agendas were discussed at each with relevant reports from the
Business Manager and the Head Teacher. Members of the Governing Body had the opportunity to ask
questions and to contribute to strategy development, as the School continues to return, as far as is
possible, to normality. The Full Governing Body Committee meeting was particularly important as it
received a draft School Improvement Plan which will be a catalyst for the School moving forward and will
integrate with the Governing Body's Action Plan. The Head Teacher's report was detailed and informative.
Governor visits have been taking place following the planning referred to in the previous Governing Body's
newsletter entry. The link visits will be summarised at the Full Governing Body meeting in the Summer.
Other visits to note were to the Careers Fair organised by Mrs Smith, which was extremely well attended by
representatives from local industry, numerous Universities and students. Mrs Smith and her team are to be
congratulated on their efforts. Another visit was to complete a comprehensive risk assessment, which was
organised by the School's Business Manager, Mr Morgan. This too was wide ranging and informative. Visits
will continue in the Summer Term as needed.
The work of the Governing Body continues to expand so it is essential that we develop a wide ranging skill
set. Parents are therefore reminded that there are spaces available on the Governing Body. If you are
interested in becoming a governor and wish to discuss the role informally and without commitment please
contact Miss Nicola Rogers at the school in the first instance who will pass your enquiry onto myself or the
Vice Chair, Mrs Janet Phelps.
Finally, as this busy term draws to an end on behalf of the Governing Body I wish parents, carers, students
and staff a relaxing break which I hope will prepare you for the Summer Term.
Stuart Fitz-Gerald, Chair of Governors

Year 13 Berlin and Krakow Trip – February 2022
It feels like a long time has passed since this trip took place, but it was just seven weeks ago that a group of
18 Year 13 students, plus three members of staff, set off on a coach at 5.30am heading to Gatwick for a
week-long trip to Berlin, Germany and Krakow, Poland.
Our first challenge of the trip was getting on the flight! Additional forms to fill in (and redo) and security
measures – thanks Covid! – meant the process took a little longer than in previous years, but we finally
headed through security without any issues. With breakfast calling, a time set to meet to go to the gate, to
get on our delayed flight…or so we thought! Five minutes before we were due to meet, checking the board,
it was noticed that the gate was now saying closed and that the delayed flight was now in fact scheduled to
take off slightly earlier! Cue much panic, airport staff radioing over to say we were on our way, and
teaching staff ushering students to move quicker than their usual meandering pace. If it were in a film, it
would have been amusing!! A conversation with a couple of students as we headed towards the gate soon
made me realise that this trip couldn’t have come at a better time. When asked why I was so stressed and
kept telling them to move quicker, because we didn’t need to rush as the plane would wait for us, was
quickly responded to by me with a laugh and a succinct explanation that no, sadly, this is not what happens,
and that the plane will go without us. This was met with some very shocked faces, with said students
surprised to learn that, yes, even with our luggage on board, the plane will not wait; if we don’t make it,
tough! So, move quicker! Needless to say this did the trick, and we were in for an interesting week, if these
life lessons were already being learnt! Fortunately, we made it (not that there was another option), and all
seated, off we went. Once in Berlin, again numerous forms to show (thanks Covid!) and finally through
passport control, and running a little behind schedule – to be expected with students in tow – we made our
way out the airport to meet our guide to take us to the hotel.
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A quick pit stop and bag drop, and we headed out for our four-hour guided tour of Berlin. Our tour guide
was brilliant – he shared with us lots of knowledge about Berlin and Germany, not just relating to World
War Two, but also pre- and post-war too. We saw a number of key historical and
memorial sites - the Berlin Wall, the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe,
the Sunken Library and Book Burning Memorial at Bebelplatz, the Marx-Engels
Forum, the place where Hitler’s bunker was (although it no longer exists) and the
Reichstag Building, as well as the Memorial to the 17th June 1953 East Berlin
Uprising and the Neue Wache Memorial – and did much more walking than I
think any of the students anticipated. The afternoon was interspersed with a
short break for coffee and cake (or McDonald’s for many of the students) before
ending our guided tour at the Brandenburg Gate as night fell (picture of the
group). A long walk back along the river to the hotel for dinner before heading out again for our PCR tests
(again, thanks Covid!) and our first day was done. Lots of walking and lots already seen, setting the scene
for day two.
Day two, we were on and off a coach, thankfully, with a visit in the morning to
Sachsenhausen (entrance pictured from inside the camp) – the biggest
concentration camp on German territory, used from 1936-1945 by the Nazis and
then following the Second World War, from 1945 to 1950, the NKVD, the Soviet
secret service, in a similar way. A haunting place made more so due to the wind chill
and damp air; it was interesting learning about this camp; how it was used and the
proximity to other people, getting on with their everyday lives. Following our guided
tours, and a quick break for lunch, we were back on the coach and headed for the beautiful town of
Wannsee, and the House of Wannsee the Conference – a luxury villa built in 1914, it was acquired by an
SS foundation in 1941 to be used as a guest house. Today, it houses a permanent exhibition showing how
leading figures in the Nazi government and SS meet to discuss their so-called Final Solution to the Jewish
Question, giving insight into this meeting and how their plan was put into practice. Here students were
given time to independently look round the exhibition and engage with the interactive style of learning. A
stop off in Alexanderplatz for some shopping and a coffee, before heading back to the hotel for dinner and
some down time before bed.
On our final day in Berlin we hopped on the U-Bahn (tube) to visit the German Resistance Memorial
Museum, where we looked at various examples of resistance that took place throughout the whole Nazi
occupation, from different groups including the youth and members of the religious community, as well as
finding out more about the assassination attempts on Hitler’s life. A walk from there to Potsdamer Platz for
lunch (and a bit more shopping) before heading to our final visit of the day – the Topography of Terror. A
photography gallery and documentation centre built on the site of the Gestapo Headquarters, it gives
another insight into the terrors of the Nazi regime. From here we headed back for an early dinner, followed
by our last rapid PCR test – thank goodness – ready to head to Krakow, Poland. Back at the hotel, a last
sort out of our bags and a quick change of clothes, we were ready for our overnight coach journey. The
coach picked us up at 10.30pm, and for the most part we slept, but were glad, when
on arrival in Krakow, our rooms were ready – a couple of hours of down time to sleep
and get ready for our first day of sightseeing.

Following breakfast, we met our tour guide at the hotel, for our four-hour guided tour of
Krakow, covering the Old Jewish Towns of Kazimierz and Podgorze, with a visit to an
old Jewish synagogue and cemetery. During the Second World War, Nazi’s had used this synagogue to
stable horses and other animals, and had destroyed many of the head stones. As an act of remembrance
following the Holocaust, many of the broken headstone pieces have been used to rebuild the boundary wall
(picture). A stop for lunch in Plac Nowy, followed by a guided tour of the Galicia Art Museum, including
meeting a Holocaust survivor and listening to their testimony. Their story was very moving, even though
they themselves were a very small child at the start of the war, it was interesting to hear their story and sad
to contemplate the lasting impact of the Holocaust and all they had been through as a family. For many
students this was a difficult afternoon and put what we had already seen, and what we were to see on our
final day, into perspective. A walk back to the hotel followed by an authentic Polish dinner at a lovely Polish
restaurant, before an early night, which I think we were all ready for!
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Friday, our last full day, saw us up early and on the coach, for our day visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau. Approx.
an hour and a half drive outside Krakow, we met the guide in the reception area, and they talked to us
about the history of the camp prior to Nazi use (as an army barracks), as well as
how the Nazis had utilised the purpose-built buildings during the Holocaust. We
walked in and out of some of the original army barracks, which have since been
used to house the permanent exhibition, which show aspects of what life was like
for those imprisoned in the camp. Despite some parts being closed off to visitors,
due to Covid restrictions, we were able to spend time in the Education Centre,
built in partnership with Yad Vashem (the Israeli Holocaust Memorial
Organisation). Finally, before ending the first part of our tour, we were able to see
for ourselves, and walk through (if we wanted to) the gas chambers at Auschwitz, which
have been preserved as a memorial and lasting reminder of the horrors that took place
there. The afternoon saw us walking around Auschwitz II, Birkenau. With further
explanation about what life was like, we were a solemn group taking in what we were
seeing and hearing. It was very eerie at Birkenau, huge expanse with very little there.
Many of the buildings have been destroyed by the Nazi’s as the Soviet Army advanced at
the end of the Second World War, and have been left as they had fallen, as a reminder of
what had been there. Those buildings still standing are very dark and dank inside but give
some indication of what prisoners endured. Both camps visited on this trip
(Sachsenhausen and Auschwitz-Birkenau) were thought-provoking and moving, with students considering
and better understanding the horrors experienced by many as the Holocaust progressed, from inception to
liberation.
Our final evening was spent eating pizza and enjoying a couple of games of bowling, with Mr
Neil beating the other members of staff! Once back at the hotel, we packed and headed to
bed, ready for an early breakfast and transfer to the airport. The flight home was relatively
uneventful, and we arrived back at school tired but happy after a busy week away.
Comments from some of the students on the trip:
I thoroughly enjoyed the trip to Berlin and Krakow, learning lots of historical information along
the way. It was a jam-packed trip with numerous activities each day whilst in Germany and in Poland with
the favourite part of my trip coming from our visit to Auschwitz. Visiting the concentration camps in real life
and gaining this experience changed my understanding of the whole place, and the different exhibitions we
saw helped us to comprehend the scale of what happened in these camps.
The trip was very enlightening and we got a real insight into the horrific events and actions of many people
that took place throughout WW2 and also learnt about some actions that were heroic as well. It was
definitely a trip worth doing!
Overall, our favourite part of this trip was visiting Krakow and being in the Old Town, doing lots of shopping
and trying new restaurants and soaking in the traditional Jewish and Polish culture in this beautiful town.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff that accompanied me on this trip – Mr Neil and Mrs
Allam – for their work and support, and a huge thank you to the students (and parents) too. The students
were excellently behaved throughout and a credit to their parents and the school. It was fantastic to have
taken this group away, and I am already looking forward to the next trip, planned for February 2023; more
details to follow, so watch this space!
Mrs Doyle, Trip Leader (Subject Lead for RS and Humanities Faculty Leader)

Allied Health Professions Talk – AHP Careers

Allied health professionals (AHPs) play a crucial role in helping patients live life as fully as possible. There
are many different AHP careers; they work as a part of a central team in emergency response and
diagnosis to mental and physical rehabilitation. As part of the careers guidance and education programme
we provide here at Blackfen, students were given the opportunity to attend a lunchtime live virtual session
provided, by NHS Health Education England, with an AHP worker to help them make informed decisions
about this career sector.
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Allied Health Professionals (AHPs) are the third largest workforce in the NHS, with 14 different occupations
ranging from arts therapists to radiographers, from dietitians to speech and language therapists – and many
more! It was very interesting to hear the many routes available such as degree apprenticeships and
support worker roles.
Careers such as Paramedics, Radiographers and Speech and Language Therapists were discussed with a
valuable Q&A at the end of the session. The session provided an informative and engaging experience for
students which will prove useful in assisting them with their future career paths and choices.
Mrs Smith, Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator/Rewards Coordinator and
Miss Morris, Subject Leader of Health and Social Care

Upcycling Competition Year 7 - 10
Our students have been so amazing at upcycling items in our recent Textiles competition. Below are some
of their fantastic creations.

Martha H

Hollie P

Thisa R
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Kavyalakshmi O

Saniyya B
“I had some jeans which had the little bird design on the back pocket so we cut that
into the bag shape, then we put all the pins in place and we sewed 1 of the sides
inside out using my Grandma’s sewing machine. Since my Grandma sews Indian
suits she always has scrap pieces of materials and she even had some leather, so
we sewed the leather onto the bag making it look like an outline and we also sewed
some around the bird design. To make the strap we sewed more leather onto
there.”
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Lara W

And the winner is…
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Ruby F

Congratulations Ruby this is absolutely amazing! We are so impressed that you have made a new outfit.
We think it’s amazing! Your voucher will arrive soon.

A quick update from all of us in Design & Technology
KS3 classes will rotate after the Easter holidays. If your daughter is a pupil premium student she will not
need to buy her food ingredients if she is moving to the food rotation. We will provide these for her and
they will be given out at the start of the lesson. If buying the ingredients is a financial concern for you and
your daughter is not pupil premium, please do not hesitate to email the teacher.
We urgently need white bedsheets for our classes in order to make a tote bag (year 9) or a cushion (year 8)
so if you have any white sheets you are about to throw away please bring them in FAO: Mrs Wood, room
A1. (Many thanks!)
Mrs N. Wood nwo@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk
Miss A. Kowalik ako@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk
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Mrs A. Davies ada@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk
Mrs C. Matthes cms@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk
Ms R. Addy rad@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk
We are really looking forward to meeting our next group of students and seeing their creative and practical
skills flourish.

WE WANT YOUR OLD SCHOOL UNIFORM!!
As a mum of 2 children, I am very much aware of how expensive it can be buying them clothes, especially
school uniform. It took my son one whole week before he ruined his school trousers from falling over. I am
sure you have all had the feeling of ‘I have to buy yet another piece of clothing that’s only going to last you
a few months’.
I recently read that 1.4 million wearable school uniforms are thrown away each year. 1.4 MILLION!!
My son’s primary school is very enthusiastic and organised when it comes to second hand uniform, most
parents use it to either donate or buy clothing. It’s really handy when you’ve only got a few weeks left, or
they’ve lost their PE kit etc.
I would really like for you all to help us 1) become a bit more sustainable and 2) make second hand uniform
a popular choice. Therefore, I am asking for you to donate any good quality school uniform or PE kit to help
make this happen. I believe it’s really important to educate young people on how to be more sustainable. It
should also help save money that can go towards other things whether it’s for paying bills, making
memories with days out or simply saving for the future. Please help us help you, by bring in any good
quality uniform to reception FAO: Mrs N. Wood, room A1.
I also welcome any advice you may have so please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Thank you in advance for all your help, let’s make it happen!
Mrs N Wood, Teacher of Design and Technology

Supporting Young Carers of our School Community
If any of our parents and carers feel that their circumstances have changed and their child/children are now
facing more responsibility within their household, then please let us know.
You can email Mrs Latif (sla@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk) our Student Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing
Officer and /or ask your child to contact their Student Support Officer so we can offer any additional
support.
In the meantime, please see the link below from the Bexley website for Young Carer Support.
http://www.imago.community/Children-and-Young-People/Bexley-Young-Carers
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Dates for your Diary
Date
Friday 1st April 2022

Event
Last day of term – early finish at 12.15pm

4th -18th April 2022

Easter Holidays

Monday 18th April 2022

Bank Holiday

Tuesday 19th April 2022
Thursday 21st April 2022

Summer Term starts – lessons begin at 8.30am
(Week A)
Year 8 HPV1 vaccination and Catch ups Year 9s

Thursday 28th April 2022

Year 7 Parents Evening (online)

Monday 2nd May 2022

Bank Holiday

Monday 9th May 2022

Year 10 HPV2 vaccination

Thursday 12th May 2022

Year 8 Parents Evening (online)

Friday 20th May 2022

HPV Year 8 and 10 Catch up vaccinations

30th May – 3rd June 2022

Half Term

Thursday 30th June 2022

Challenge Day 3

2 weeks beginning 4th July 2022

Year 10 Work Experience

Tuesday 5th July 2022

Year 6 Induction Day

Friday 8th July 2022

Year 12 Induction Day

Monday 11th – Friday 15th July 2022
(Provisional dates)
Friday 15th July 2022

Community Presentation Celebrations

Monday 18th July 2022

Student Choice Day 1

Tuesday 19th July 2022

Student Choice Day 2

Wednesday 20th July 2022

Last day of term – early finish

Thursday 21st & Friday 22nd July 2022

INSET DAYS

Sports Day
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