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Head Teacher’s Message
Dear Parents/Carers,

Www.blackfenschoolforgirls.co.uk

Peace on earth and goodwill to all people
During the last 3 weeks my assemblies have focused on the themes of hope, joy and peace.
These words are particularly poignant at this time of the year and they are especially important
this year. I wish you all a joyous and peaceful few weeks with the hope of better things to come
in 2022.

Christmas jumper day
Thank you for your support for this. A total of £413.94 was raised for Save the Children Fund.
Staffing
At the end of this term we say farewell to Mr Livingstone (English), Ms Patne (Mathematics) and
Ms Dickinson (Science). We thank them for their work and wish them every success in their new
ventures. Congratulations to Mr Kirby on the birth of his daughter.

Mental health support worker
Ms Latif has started her role as mental health support worker in the school. She will be working
with individual students and groups of students in respect of their mental well-being. Ms Latif will
also be liaising with parents/carers and external agencies. She works with the student support
officers and the senior mental health lead (Miss Magrowski) as we aim to continue to support all
our young people.
Start of next term
You would have received a letter last week outlining the plans for the first few days back in
January. This letter is also available to view on the school website.
Thank you for all your support and good wishes this year. I look forward to working with you
again in 2022.

Matthew Brown, Head teacher

Governors Message
As the Autumn term draws to a close the School can reflect with pride on the incredible efforts
students, parents and carers have made in dealing with the continuing pressures of the COVID19 crisis. The School has functioned as close to normal as possible despite the continued
uncertainty. During the vacation every effort will be made to implement our new Action Plan
which will be adapted as necessary to accommodate any new Government guidelines. The
Governing Body have been closely involved in reviewing and agreeing the plan to help ensure
that when the School reopens after Christmas both students and staff will be in a safe
environment. Monitoring will continue further in the New Year
The Governing Body have also been busy with continuing committee meetings and virtual visits.
The closing meeting for the term was the Full Governing Body meeting which took place last
Thursday. This was well attended with a full agenda being discussed, including the Head
Teacher's Report and consideration of the Trusts Financial report. The Governing Body
welcomed the appointment of three new governors. Mrs Charlotte Downs as a Parent Governor
and Ms Norwood and Mrs Doyle as Staff Governors. The Governing Body would like to thank Ms
Brewer, who has come to the end of her term as a Staff Governor, for all her hard work in the
past. Her contributions will be missed as a Governor but she still will be participating in meetings
from time to time as Head of Sixth Form. The Governing Body would also like to thank Mrs Anita
Dhorajiwala who has resigned her position as an Appointed Governor due to work commitments.
Her great experience and wise counsel will also be greatly missed.
Finally on behalf of the Governing Body I would like to take this opportunity to wish students,
parents, carers and staff a relaxing festive break and a prosperous New Year.
Stuart Fitz-Gerald, Chair of Governors

Challenge Day
On 24th November we held our first Challenge day of the year and here are reports on some of
the activities which took place.
Year 7
This year's challenge day was a little more challenging than usual but our year 7 students and
staff team all came together to ensure we had a great day! We began by watching Shrek - The
Musical. Once this was finished, students then had to write a critical theatre review. West End
and Broadway had better watch out as we had some very well-articulated reviews! After lunch,
students then transformed from theatre critics to musical composers! Students had to storyboard
their musical ideas from one of the scenes from Shrek the musical. Once completed, they
created their musical ideas using Bandlab to bring these ideas to life! Look out world!! We'll soon
have our next Debbie Wiseman coming out of Blackfen!!!
Mr Newton-Grant, Subject Co-ordinator of Music
Year 8
Challenge Day – Careers in STEM
After almost 2 years the Year 8 Careers in STEM Challenge Day took place face to face here in
school. Most of the interaction with employers has been virtual so it was good that the students
were able to partake in a practical live session. The Year 8 Challenge day was designed to
increase students’ knowledge and awareness of various STEM career sectors. As part of the
careers guidance and education programme we provide here at Blackfen, students were given
access to ‘Kudos’ which is an accessible online careers programme to enable them to make
informed decisions about their future. All students were provided with login details which will
enable them to use the programme from home and also to involve parents. This was followed by
a number of practical activities provide by Thames Water, EDT and Bromley EBP. The day
provided an informative and engaging experience for students which will prove useful in assisting
them with their future career paths and choices.
Students participating in the EDT Rollercoaster Challenge

Names of the winning rollercoaster team
Holly M Red8
Milly D Blue8
Alice L Red7
Lilia M Yellow6
Ellouise P Yellow9

Students participating in the Thames Water Network Challenge

Students participating in Savills Investment Management

Student Report
This terms Year 8 Challenge Day was all about choosing your career pathway and what you
might like to do in the future. It was a day full of fun whilst also learning. To start with we did an
online survey on Kudos (which is an online Careers programme) to generate possible career
options. It then produced a list of careers that may fit our interests and personality.
We were then split into three groups with some students doing a practical activity with Thames
Water, another group building a rollercoaster with EDT and the group that I was in was Savills
Real Estate and Investment Management. We completed quizzes and word searches which we
all enjoyed.
The last activity was creating and designing our own island. We planned who we would take with
us and what resources we would need to live there sustainably. We then drew our island to bring
our ideas to life! The best island won a prize! Overall this day was so much fun and I can’t wait
for the next one!
Katie S, Year 8 R8

Year 9

Year 10
The Social Sciences Crime and Justice Challenge Day for Year 10 was focussed the criminal
justice system. Students focussed on the following topics:









Joint Enterprise
The Strengths and Weaknesses of the Criminal Justice System
Victim Support
Forensic Psychology
Justice
Sentencing
Morals & Values
Youth Crime

The day also involved developing the following skills.






Analysis
Interpreting data / information from a source
Reasoning
Justification
Evaluation

Overall, students seemed to enjoy the sessions and understood the importance of taking
responsibility for their own actions, especially when they are in out in groups, the different
aspects of the criminal justice system and the support that is available to victims of crime.
Mrs Laryea-Daniels
Social Sciences Faculty Leader
Year 11
During Super Science Challenge day, our Year 11 students met with all of their Science teachers
to revisit topics pertaining to their upcoming PPEs. Each class joined the current specialist in
Chemistry, Biology and Physics to focus on materials that are often misunderstood.
The classes were interactive and fast paced, reminding all students of good tips for revision. The
afternoon lesson consisted of a quick test covering the topics that the students worked on that
day, using exam questions. Each test was then self-assessed and corrected, as they would do to
at home, again reminding the class of good revision methods.
Feedback from the students was overwhelmingly positive and hopefully set all of the classes on a
path to success for revision!
Ms Hardwick
KS3 Coordinator for Science

Christmas Card Competition

Year 9 AB/CD Textiles

Year 9 groups AB and CD have worked extremely hard and with great enthusiasm and success in
creating decorated cushion with me in Textiles this term. Amazingly, every student had very
different design ideas and it was a challenge in some cases to interpret the ideas successfully
using a range of techniques. But as you can see from the photos, their achievement was
outstanding and needs to be celebrated.
The techniques demonstrated include fabric painting and dyeing, machine and hand applique,
padding and quilting and a range of hand embroidery stitches.
The cushions shown above were created by:
• Thamina P6
“ The Vampire Diaries”
• Millie R7
“ Bodie”
• Maggie B9
“I like to sleep a lot (Sloth)”
• Ruby R5
“ Decorated letter R”
• Holly P2
“ Letter box and mail”
• Andrea P5
“ Hong Kong silhouette”
• Holly B2
“ London attractions”
• Harleen P8
“Cherry tree in blossom”
• Jessica P4
“Tropical sunset”
Ms Davies, Design Technology.

Careers and Work Experience Update
Year 9 Careers Interviews
As part of the Year 9 KS4 options process all Year 9 students will be invited to attend a small
group interview with Maria Elia our Careers Advisor from Prospects Services.
These informal interviews will take place throughout January – March. It will be very beneficial
for your daughter to attend her interview as it will give her the opportunity to discuss her future
career options thus enabling her to make the right choices.
Your daughter was issued with the ‘Year 9 preparation for Key Stage Course Selection booklet’

during a community meeting in December. The booklet will help her to reflect and think through
the selection process, with sections of the booklet to be completed together with your daughter.
The booklet should be completed at home and community time and your daughter should bring it
to her small group careers interview and her final Key Stage 4 course selection meeting with
Blackfen School’s Leadership Team on Wednesday 16th March.
The Key Stage 4 course selection is a guided process of which family support is essential and to
ensure that your daughter has the best possible choice of training, study and employment at the
end of Year 11 we ask you to take time with your daughter to complete pages 2-10 and page 21
of the booklet. Once you have completed these pages please sign to confirm on page 1 of the
booklet.
Save the date! Annual Careers Forum Tuesday 8th March 2022
We will be holding our Annual Careers Forum on Tuesday 8th March from 4.30pm until 7.00pm.
We would like to see as many students attend as we expect this evening to be interesting and
informative with many representatives attending. Further details to follow.
More information on Careers and Work Experience, including the school Careers Policy, is
available on the school website under Policies and Curriculum.
Year 10 Work Experience 4th – 15th July 2022 or extended optional period until (20th July)
Year 10 Work Experience is moving along slowly but surely with many students already
successfully securing their placement. Placements are quite limited this year so I would ask
students to make every effort to find their own placement. Feedback received shows that
employers really appreciate receiving letters, emails, phone calls or visits from students as it
shows great initiative. Why not spend some time over the Christmas holidays compiling your
letters to send out?
I would like to thank all the Year 10 students and their parents/carers for the work they have put in
to secure placements with many exciting opportunities already planned.
If you have already found a placement and still need to arrange for the placement form to be
completed please try to use the holidays to get this completed and return to me in early January.
Please can I remind you that all completed forms must be handed in to the WEX co-ordinator by
Friday 11th February. Please note that Bromley Education Business Partnership that support our
Work Experience scheme imposes this deadline to allow enough time for each placement to be
visited to ensure that everything is in place regarding health & safety and required insurances.
Finally, I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and I look forward to receiving a
bundle of completed placement forms in the New Year.
Season’s Greetings
Mrs Smith, Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator
Key dates:Deadline for finding placements
Friday 11th February 2022
Work Experience Period
Monday 4th – Friday 15th July 2022 or extended optional period until 20th July

Notices
Update from the Data Office
Please be advised that Autumn Progress Updates have been issued for all students in Year 7 to
13. Please contact the Data Office next term if you have not received this information. Next term,
we will send out results for the Year 11 Pre-Public examinations and the Year 9 examinations.
Second Hand Uniform
One of our uniform suppliers, Caseys – located in Blackfen, now has the option for parents to sell
their second hand school uniform back to them. Parents who are interested should take the
uniform to their shop to be priced up.

Dates for your Diary

(Dates scheduled so far – some dates may be subject to change as we are constantly reviewing in
light of pandemic restrictions)
Date
Friday 17th December 2021
20th December 2021 to 4th January 2022
Wednesday 5th January 2022
Thursday 6th January 2022
Friday 7th January 2022
Thursday 13th January 2022
Tuesday 25th January 2022
14th – 18th February 2022
Tuesday 22nd February 2022
Thursday 24th February 2022
Thursday 3rd March 2022
Thursday 10th March 2022
Wednesday 16th March 2022
Thursday 17th March 2022
21st – 25th March 2022
Wednesday 30th March 2022
Friday 1st April 2022
4th -18th April 2022
Monday 18th April 2022
Thursday 21st April 2022
Thursday 28th April 2022
Monday 2nd May 2022
Thursday 12th May 2022
Friday 20th May 2022
30th May – 3rd June 2022
Thursday 30th June
2 weeks beginning 4th July 2022
Tuesday 5th July 2022
Friday 8th July 2022
11th – 15th July 2022
Friday 15th July
Monday 18th July 2022
Tuesday 19th July 2022
Wednesday 20th July
Thursday 21st & Friday 22nd July 2022

Event
End of Term Students finish at 12.00
Christmas Holidays
Student testing Years 10 -13
Student Testing Years 7-9
Years 10-13 return lesson 1 starts at 8.45am
Year 7 -9 return lesson 1 starts at 8.30am
Year 11 Parents Evening (online)
Year 9 DTP Meningitis Vaccinations
Half Term
Challenge Day 2
Catch up Date for Year 9 DTPMen Vaccinations
Year 9 Parents Evening (online)
Year 9 Parents Evening (online)
Year 11 PFS (online - time to be confirmed)
Year 9 Selection Interviews
Year 12 Parents Evening (online)
Year 9 Selection Interviews
Achievement Assemblies (Daily during Community Time)
HPV 2 vaccinations (For year 9 & 10)
Last day of term – early finish
Easter Holidays
Bank Holiday
Summer Term starts – lessons begin at 8.30am
Year 8 HPV1 vaccination and Catch ups Year 9/10s
Year 7 Parents Evening (online)
Bank Holiday
Year 8 Parents Evening (online)
HPV Year 8 Catch up vaccinations
Half Term
Challenge Day 3
Year 10 Work Experience
Year 6 Induction Day
Year 12 Induction Day
Provisional dates for Community Presentation Celebrations
Sports Day
Student Choice Day 1
Student choice Day 2
Last day of term – early finish
INSET DAYS

