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Head Teacher’s Message 

 

We are now 3 weeks into the new term.  Attendance rates are high and it has been good to see 
face to face learning taking place once more in the school.  More than ever before I acknowledge 
that a school is more than just a series of buildings on a site with a car park, sports hall and 
canteen.  A school is a community that only functions when members of that community attend, 
meet with each other and are taught and supported by the fabulous staff team.  At times, over the 
last 5 months, as I have walked the empty and silent corridors, I have wondered if we would ever 
reach a point when the doors were flung open and the school is full of energy and vibrancy that 
only 1500+ people can provide.  Agreed, school is different to how it was this time last year but all 
members of the community have thrown themselves in and simply adapted and adjusted showing 
resilience and patience in the school.  It has been wonderful to see and I am very proud of what 
has been achieved in a few weeks at the start of term.  We will now hope to build on this, although 
we are also conscious of the need to be vigilant and to follow routines as set out in our risk 
assessment and action plan (these are on the school website).  I know that this has meant several 
communications from the school but we want to continue to ensure that you are kept up to date 
with all developments. 
 
There are a couple of things we need to continue to be aware of as we embrace changes: 
 
1. Visitors are not allowed in the school buildings apart from contractors and some specialist 
education providers.  Please do not turn up at the reception and expect to see a member of staff 
however urgent you think it is.  Please contact the school by phone or email through the student 
support officer or via the admin email. 
 
2. Continue to follow the advice if your daughter or son is unwell and follow any advice to self 
isolate.  Importantly, ensure you notify the school so that work can be set up for your daughter or 
son. 
 
3. Transport.  Please continue to be considerate of our local residents and businesses when 
parking in the local area.  Please also remind your daughter or son that they must wear a face 
covering on public transport at all times.  Don‘t forget that you can drop-off in the car parkin the 
morning. 
 
4. The school is cashless.  Please make sure you are signed up to wisepay to put credit on.  
Please contact the school if you are unable to do this. 
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5.  Face coverings – Updated school policy 
The risk assessment and risk assessment action plan is on the school website and is under 
constant review as we continue through the term.  We take on board all feedback from members of 
the school community in addition to responding to changes in government guidance.  As a result of 
this, we will be changing our policy on the wearing of face coverings in the school.  From 
Wednesday 30 September, it will be recommended that students and staff wear a face covering in 
corridors in the school when they are moving from one lesson to another or going to break or 
lunch.  They are not required to wear them outside or in dining areas including in the sports hall 
and canteen. 
 
We would also like to make it clear that wearing a face covering in class will remain an individual’s 
choice. 
 
We understand that for some members of the school community, it is not possible to wear face 
coverings.  We would like to reassure those community members that we are sympathetic to their 
individual needs.  
 
We expect the vast majority of students already have access to face coverings, but if there are any 
families who, due to financial pressure, are unable to provide these, please contact your daughter 
or son’s student support officer, and provisions will be made for them. 
 
In relation to the safe use of face coverings, please see the guidance below: 
How to wear a face covering  
        A face covering should:  
•             cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably  
•             fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face  
•             be secured to the head with ties or ear loops  
•             be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton   
•             unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to 
fabric washing instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged.  
 
When wearing a face covering you should:  
•             wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser 
before putting a face covering on  
•             avoid wearing on your neck or forehead  
•             avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it 
could be contaminated with the virus  
•             change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it  
•             avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession   
 
When removing a face covering:  
•             wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser 
before removing  
•             only handle the straps, ties or clips  
•             do not give it to someone else to use  
•             if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle  
•             if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature 
appropriate for the fabric 
Place in a plastic bag in your bag 
•             wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser 
once removed. 
 



 

 

Things are different this term and we have all had to adapt.  I would like to reassure you that what 
has not changed is our raising attainment, releasing potential motto and I have seen this very 
much in action during the early part of this term as we continue to provide high class learning 
opportunities in a thriving environment.  Thank you for your ongoing support for everything we do 
at Blackfen. 

 

Matthew Brown, Head teacher 

 

 

 
Governors Message 

The start of the new academic year has presented unique challenges for the School, which has 
required a careful and flexible approach to be taken by all. The Head Teacher and staff have 
worked tirelessly over the Summer to make the school, as far as is possible in the current 
situation, a safe place for students to continue their studies and for staff to work. In this regard the 
Governing Body have collaborated with the Leadership Team in evaluating the School's Risk 
Assessment and associated Action Plan to ensure that Government guidelines are being followed. 
This collaboration and monitoring by the Governing Body will continue in what is an evolving 
situation. 

Shortly the Governing Body will be holding its Business Meeting to finalise plans for activities 
during the current academic year. This will be reported upon in the next Newsletter, including the 
Governing Body response to any changes in Government guidelines. 

Finally the Governing Body wish to take this opportunity to thank staff, students, parents and 
carers for their support during these difficult times and wish you all a successful year. Stay safe! 

 
Stuart Fitz-Gerald, Chair of Governors 
 

 
 

Raising Attainment News 

Many thanks to all of our parents who listened to our information for Year 11 Parents Information 
Evening which went live on our website yesterday evening. If you did not get chance to watch this 
yet, you can find the video, slides and a digital copy of the booklet in the Parents section of our 
website here: https://www.blackfenschoolforgirls.co.uk/page/?title=Parents&pid=36. Your daughter has 

been given a print out of the information booklet to bring home. You will also find a short video 
recorded by one of our Year 13 students who has some advice for year 11s at the start of this 
year. Many thanks to Elizabeth for taking the time to record this for us. We would strongly 
recommend that you watch both of these videos and read through the information booklet together 
with your daughter 
 
There will be a Year 10 Parents Information video launching on Wednesday next week and you 
will be receiving more information about this shortly. 
 
You will also find in the same section of the website, a GCSEPOD quick start guide. All students 
can access GCSEPOD but it is particularly useful for students in years 10 and 11 or those in the 
sixth form studying for GCSE resits.  We have given you the parent quick start guide but there are 
further sections of the GCSEPOD website, once you have logged on which provide advice and 
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guidance on supporting your children through their GCSEs.  As well as this, you can also sign up 
for a GCSEPod webinar and find out how you can use GCSEPod to support your child’s learning 
plus get tips and guidance on effective home learning practices. 
 
Next week in school, all students in years 8 – 11 will need to attend a tutor meeting at the end of 
the day. This will be from 14.35 – 14.55 and is an opportunity for your daughter to check in with 
their tutor and for tutors to check on wellbeing and review learning so far this term. Attendance at 
these tutor sessions is compulsory. Year 8 should attend their tutor session in their tutor room on 
Monday, Year 9 on Tuesday, Year 10 on Wednesday and Year 11 on Thursday. Year 7s, do not 
panic, your chance will come to meet with your tutors during the following week and I will be 
sending further information about this to year 7 families next week. We appreciate your support in 
ensuring your daughter attends the correct session next week. 
 
Miss Hand 

Deputy Headteacher (Raising Attainment) 

 
 

 
 

Uniform 
 

As you will be aware from our risk assessment, ventilation (e.g. opening windows) is important in 
classrooms. 
 
As the colder weather approaches, we would like to remind students that they will now need to 
dress appropriately as coats are not suitable to wear in the classroom.  Please remind your 
daughters/sons that it’s about layers – you can take a layer off if too hot but you can’t put one on if 
you haven’t prepared. 
 
So, additional appropriate wear is as follows: 
Under the school shirt – PLAIN white coloured T shirt (so NO logos on it please) 
Under the sweatshirt – PLAIN coloured lightweight cardigan or jumper (to be completely covered 
by sweatshirt, but hoodies, as usual are NOT acceptable) 
 
Layers – it’s all about layers as you can take layers off if too hot! 
 

Thankyou 

Ms Hayford, Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 
 

The new building update 
 
The construction of the new building is going very well despite the delay due to COVID-19 where 
we have had to delay the handover from October 2020 to January 2021. This delay was 
unavoidable where contractors were put on lockdown twice and manufacturing also closed 
creating product shortage.  
 
The new building will be replacing three very old demountable buildings that are well passed their 
life cycle where two of the three have been in operation for 20 plus years. One of these 



 

 

demountable buildings was the Drama block that has been removed to make way for the new 
building. This led to a number of temporary and permanent moves within the school. Drama are 
now in their new permanent position alongside Dance and this is working very well and Drama are 
very happy with their new area. The move of Drama into their new area meant that PPE have been 
temporarily moved to one of the demountable buildings awaiting their new location in the new 
building. This demountable will be demolished along with the 3rd demountable that was a Science 
Lab after the new building has been handed over to the school. The existing Science lab was 
located away from the rest of the Science department. The newly refurbished Science lab (see 
image) that was the staff room is now in the Science block that has pleased the Science team. The 
existing staff room has been moved to the Main Building and has been refurbished. 
 
The new building is progressing and will be fully weather tight by October half term. The brickwork 
is progressing well and all windows are in. The concentration is now on the internal fit where all 
rooms have been formed and the mechanical services are being installed. Final connection to 
electrical and mechanical areas that are currently in the live school will go ahead over the October 
half term. The contractors will be starting on landscaping over the October half term.  
 

 
New Science Lab 
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Internal classroom 

 

Gary Morgan, Business Manager 
 

 
 

Careers  

 

Careers -  EtonX Year 10 and 12 Online Resilience Course 

During lockdown Eton College, one of the most prestigious schools in the world, kindly offered 

access to one of its certificated online courses free of charge. Last year’s Year 10 students were 

able to enrol on the Resilience course, which would help to prepare them for their future career 

pathway.  Some of the skills that were covered included how to recognise and build on your 

strengths, handle stress and learn from setbacks, see situations from different perspectives and 

build a support network. Once completed students were able to download a certificate and also 

add to their C.V. 

Congratulations to the following students who completed the course: 

Year 10 Year 12

Rachel V Amy V

Bethany B Dominic T

Arathi V Daniel C

Sadie L Priya K

Neila A Haydn J

Brooke W Emily P

Millie W Ella C

Shinthuya M Molly D

Libby W Hannah B

Millie I Chloe V

Kate W Lediana H                                                                               



 

 

 
We are hoping to provide students with another opportunity to enrol on an EtonX course and will 
provide details as soon as available. 
 
Mrs Smith, Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Jigsaw 

Our Jigsaw students have settled well into the term and made a 
great start to their lessons.  The Year 9s have been especially 
helpful and fantastic role models to our new Year 7 students. This 
half term we are looking forward to learning about Black History 
Month and improving our Literacy 
skills.  
 

 
 
Miss Taylor, JIGSAW  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology Department News! 

Although we cannot do practical lessons on site. Students across their technology 

lessons have been cooking up a storm in the first 3 weeks of term! 
 

KEY STAGE THREE: 

Year 7 have been challenged to make a rainbow fruit salad, in memory of the clap 

for carers and rainbows for the NHS over the covid-19 lockdown period.  

 

Year 8 have been challenged to make cheese and onion plaits (or sausage rolls if 

you have really missed Greggs!) 
 

Year 9 have been looking at cultural foods in their lessons and have been 

challenged to make beef and chorizo empanadas! 
 

Here are just a selection of our home learning submissions so far! We are all really 

impressed with all their work! Sorry we cannot include everyone’s photos! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
We also have to give a special mention to Keira in year 8 who did a step by step video recipe of her making 

her cheese and onion plait! Excellent attitude to learning Keira! 

Key Stage Four: 

If your daughter is taking Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE she will be set an optional weekly 

practical challenge to try at home. This weekend, students were challenged to create a swan made 

entirely from one apple! If your daughter would like to have a go please follow this link: (If you don't 

have chopsticks you can use CLEAN pencils instead!)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2JRzxODc0s 

 

 
 

What will my daughter be learning this term? 

Year 7: Food Preparation and Nutrition: Health and safety/ Macronutrients and their functions in 

our body/ Factors affecting food choices. Textiles: Natural and synthetic fibres/ Analysing textiles 

products effectively/ Sustainability issues surrounding textiles. Product Design: Engineering and 

designing for users needs/ Analysing products from a range of materials such as plastic and wood/ 

6 R’s of sustainability. 

Year 8: Food Preparation and Nutrition: How to analyse the nutrition of food/ Sensory analysis/ 

Nutritional needs through life. Textiles: Natural and synthetic fibres and their working properties/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2JRzxODc0s


 

 

Product analysis of textiles product/ Social, moral and ethical concerns relating to fabrics and their 

construction. Product Design: Timbers- Softwoods and hardwoods/ Timbers- Manufactured 

boards/ Analysing products from a range of materials such as plastic and wood 

Year 9: Food preparation and Nutrition: Macro and Micronutrients/ Cultural foods and traditions/ 

Food science- raising agents. Textiles: Natural and synthetic fibres and their working properties/ 

Modern and technical textiles including E-Textiles/ Applying knowledge to analysing textiles 

products. Product Design: Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacture/ Polymers 

and their working properties/ Applying knowledge to analysing mixed material products 

Year 10 & 11: KS4 students will be going back to basics and we will spend the first couple of 

lessons recapping content from previous years. They will also be learning exam technique and 

new ways of learning as well as completing regular assessments on teams to assess their 

progress and learning. Students will also get the opportunity to complete their Food Standards 

Agency Allergy Training Certification as well as their Food Standards Agency Food Labelling 

Certification. Both are recognised certificates in industry and they also link perfectly to the GCSE 

specification!  

Ms Thomas, Teacher of Technology  

 



 

 

Calendar of Events 2019 – 2020 
Dates scheduled so far 

 

 Date Event 
Thursday 1st October 2020 Year 10 HPV2 Vaccinations 

Monday 5th October 2020 Year 10 HPV2 Vaccinations – catch ups 

26th – 30th October 2020  Half Term 

Monday 9th November 2020 Virtual Jack Petchey Event 

Monday 14th December 2020 Year 7 Flu Vaccinations 

21st December 2020 to 5th January 2021 Christmas Holiday & moving days 

Wednesday 6th January 2021 Spring Term Starts 

Monday 25th January 2021 Year 9 DTP/MenACWY Vaccinations 

15th to 19th February 2021 Half Term 

Wednesday 24th February 2021 Year 9 DTP/MenACWY Vaccinations catch ups 

Tuesday 30th March 2021 Year 9 HPV1 Vaccinations 

5th -16th April 2021 Easter Holidays 

Thursday 22nd April2021 Year 8 HPV1 Vaccinations 

Friday 21st May 2021 Year 8 HPV and  9 HPV Catch up 

24th – 28th May 2021 Half Term 

Friday 16th July 2021 Last Day of Term 

19th/20th/21st July 2021 INSET DAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


