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Head Teacher’s Message 

 
 
 
Emma Moorey 
It was with extreme sadness and shock that we heard about the sudden death of English teacher Emma 
Moorey during the half term.  As a community, we are all devastated.  I would like to thank you for your 
support over the last 2 weeks and I know that this is the case with Emma’s family who have read so many 
messages of support and good wishes at this difficult time. 
 
Emma was remembered in special assemblies for each year group last Monday.  She was remembered as 
a teacher, mother, daughter and partner and was remembered very much as a part of the Blackfen 
community.  Emma just wanted to teach and she had given 25 years of service to the teaching profession – 
both here for 7 years and in other schools in south London.  She taught every year group in the school and 
wanted to share her passion for language and literature with every young person.  In her work, Emma 
aimed to inspire young people to take an active interest in world and local affairs and she would often be 
seen debating important contemporary topics with her community group.  She was a key member of the 
English department in the school and she will be sorely missed by colleagues.  
 
During the assembly we talked about bereavement and how the sudden loss of someone like this can make 
us all think about other losses in our lives.  I also talked about how bereavement and grieving is very private 
and personal.  There is no right or wrong way to grieve.  Some people will show signs of bereavement 
immediately while for others it might be at a much later stage. 
 
Finally, we held a one minute silence to remember Emma as a teacher, mother, daughter and partner.  The 
silence gave us all a chance to reflect on Emma’s passion for young people and to remember those sadly 
she has left behind. 
 
Rest assured, we have support in place for our young people through our student welfare team and our 
counselling service.  Students have been informed about where to get support.  However, if your 
daughter/son needs more support at this time please contact the relevant SSO or Ms Eiffert in the 6th form. 
 
Thank you for all your messages of support for the school.  It is much appreciated by us all. 
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Year 11  parents attended a “learning about memory” seminar on Monday last week.  The session was led 
by an outside speaker - Andrea Jacobson.  The following day she led the students in a memorisation 
session as part of the challenge day.  Two excellent events which both parents and students gained a great 
deal from. 
 
The challenge day was a great success with many activities taking place and students immersing 
themselves in learning experiences.  Thank you to all the staff involved in leading these experiences for our 
young people. 
 
It was good to welcome parents/carers of year 9 students to the school over the last few weeks at 
consultation evenings.  Year 9 students are getting ready to make their final GCSE option choices and 
these evenings are invaluable in supporting this process. 
 
Some of our year 10 science students were involved in a science in action day last week in London.  There 
were some eminent speakers who showed how important understanding science is in society today. 
 
Our KS4 dance students represented Bexley at the Copper Box arena this week in the finals of the London 
Youth Games Dance competition.  Well done to all the students involved and to Ms Davis and Ms 
Magrowski for leading our students to the final. 
 
Building work 
At last the building work has started and it will be a particularly busy time over the last few weeks as the 
groundworks/foundation have begun.  Concrete piling has taken place along with excavation of the site. 
 
Term dates 2020-2021 
As the building works have started later than planned the expected finish date has been pushed back to the 
end of the Autumn term.  With this in mind there have been some minor changes to the term dates for 
students to facilitate our move to the new building and to ensure that everything is operational.  The 
significant change is that the end of the Autumn Term 2020 will now be Friday 18 December 2020 and not 
Tuesday 22 December. 
 
Short term closure (adverse weather) procedure 
Due to the evolving situation with coronavirus it is very important that you are aware of our short term 
closure procedure.  On the website there are links to work which can be completed should we have to make 
the decision to close the school.  At present, this is a decision which would be made by Public Health 
England who would direct us to close.  It is also important that you follow the guidance published on a daily 
basis. 
 
This is just a reminder of what to do and how to find information in the unlikely event that the school has to 
be closed.  A letter was sent home last term and is also available on the website.  The short term closure 
procedure is available on the website.  Please familiarise yourself with this information and keep it 
somewhere safe! 
 
Future Dates 
As last year, to ensure that all staff are updated on policies, procedures, current thinking and future 
planning we will be holding half termly staff meetings.  The dates for these are 21st April 2020 and 2nd 

June 2020.  On these dates students should be in school by 8.40 for lesson 1 to begin at 8.45. 
 
This term finishes on Friday 3 April 2020 at 12.50. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Matthew Brown, Head teacher 

 



 

 

Governors Message 
Meet the Governors  

This is one of a series of items intended to show you who the school’s governors are, their 
backgrounds and what skills and experience they bring to the Governing Body.  In the last 
newsletter, we introduced you to the Chair of Governors, the two Co-Vice-Chairs and the Head 
Teacher (in his role as a school governor).  On this occasion, I would like to introduce you to 5 of 
our 8 Appointed Governors. All governors have different ‘special interests’ and links with individual 
faculty leaders and the leadership team.  ‘Special interests’ include safeguarding/child protection, 
Looked After Children, performance management/appraisal of the Head Teacher, literacy, SEND 
(Special Educational Needs and Disability), recruitment of senior staff, and mental health and 
wellbeing.  
 
 
   

 

Jane Andrews 

Appointed Governor 

Jane is a retired Head Teacher and has now returned to 
Blackfen as an Appointed Governor. She attended this school 
and was Head Girl in her final year as a pupil. She is a member 
of the staffing and curriculum committees. She has attended 
assemblies and open evenings. She also attends additional 
meetings to promote pupil welfare and staff liaison. She meets 
with her Senior Leadership Team and Faculty link staff as often 
as possible. When her time allows she attends extra-curricular 
events that showcase pupils’ talents. She is a member of the 
University of the Third Age, President of a local WI and sings in 
a community choir. She enjoys the theatre, yoga and travels 
extensively. She sees her teenage and primary school age 
grandchildren every week, which is a delight for her. 

 

Launa Ashdown 

Appointed Governor 

Launa’s daughter is in Year 9 and she has another daughter 
who has already completed her studies at Blackfen School for 
Girls. 
Launa is a former teacher with a particular interest in Special 
Needs, especially Autism, Asperger’s and Dyslexia. She 
strongly believes in encouraging students to reach for their full 
potential and support the Growth Mindset approach. 
She has the time and enthusiasm to be a Governor and will do 
her best to help and support the school, staff and pupils in 
whatever role she is given and to whichever committees she is 
allocated. 



 

 

 

Anita Dhorajiwala 

Appointed Governor 

Anita first joined the Governing Body as a Parent Governor but 
she now has a new term of office as an Appointed Governor.  
She is a member of the Curriculum and Staffing Committees 
and serves frequently on the interviewing panel. She studied at 
De-Montfort University Leicester, and now works for a 
Pharmaceutical company based in Central London as 
Associate Director where she is responsible for registering 
medicines throughout Europe.  She is married with two 
children; her daughter is currently in Year 11 at Blackfen and 
her son is also at secondary school. In her spare time, she 
plays sport and loves watching Indian Bollywood films. 

 

Trevor Perrin 

Appointed Governor 

Trevor has been heavily involved with local issues in Bexley for 
over 20 years and was appointed to the Governing Body in 
June 2006. He has served as a secondary school Governor for 
15 years, including 8 as Chair and has been a Governor of a 
local primary school for over 20 years. He has also served as a 
councillor for Bexley for 12 years. He worked as an engineer 
within the electricity supply industry. He is a lifelong Charlton 
Athletic supporter and season ticket holder. 

 

Bill Stone 

Appointed Governor 

Bill has been a governor at Blackfen since his eldest daughter 

was in Year 7 – she is now 27! He has two other daughters, 

both at university, one taking a Masters and one in the midst of 

her first degree. Bill has had various careers in laboratories, the 

print industry, the Local Authority and a group of Anglican 

schools. He now works for a local boys’ secondary school 

looking after their marketing and governance. 

 

If you would like to know more about the Governing Body or if you have any suggestions about 

other ways in which we might develop our relationship with parents and carers, please let us know 

by contacting the Head Teacher’s PA, Nicola Rogers, in the first instance. 

nro@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk 

Janet Phelps, Co-Vice Chair of Governors 
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Book Club 

Anthony McGowan Author Talk 

On Friday 28th February 8 members of Book Club went to Bexleyheath Library to hear a talk by 

the author Anthony McGowan who has written several books for teenagers. 

Anthony spoke about his inspirations for writing and read extracts from his books. He also 

answered lots of questions and signed copies of his books for the students in the audience. 

‘He was really happy and funny.’ 

Kitty Year 7 B8 

‘The trip was phenomenal, meeting an author was like an achievement, he was so inspiring 

especially because he based most of his stories about his background and his life when he was a 

child. Even though most of his stories are gory and included a dead dog, they all have a ‘’meaning 

behind the madness’’. Some of his stories are sad, happy, funny and gross but when you hear it 

from another perspective you see a whole new side to the story. It was a fun time and I would 

definitely recommend his books.’ 

Amber Year 7 G1 

Anthony’s books are available to borrow from the school library. 

       

 

Mrs Kingsbury-Barker, School Librarian 

 

 
 

Safer Internet Day 
This term, our girls in Computing have been extremely busy with the Safer Internet Day 

competition. All KS3 entered the Safer Internet Day Poster competition and have worked 

extremely hard to showcase their knowledge and creativity skills to produce effective and 

informative posters. The theme of the day was Online Identity how everyone should be accepted 

and be FREE (Fairly Treated, Respected, Equal and Empowered) while being themselves online.  

The winners of the competition are: 



 

 

 

Year 7: Heidi G4 

Year 8: Connie P5, Olivia B3 and Isabel G4. 

Year 9: Taisia R2, Thamilini Y3, Esther R5 

A further well done to our runner up who put in a huge amount of effort: Mia Y5 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

CyberFirst Security competition  

We are exceptionally proud of our year 8 girls for getting to the semi-finals for the GHCQ 

CyberFirst competition. The girls were part of the Cyber Security after school clubs where they 

were entered into the National Competition. We are all extremely proud of them all as they were an  

absolute pleasure throughout the competition. Tremendous well done to:  

 Ese B5 

 Louise G5 

 Caidence R5 

 Neve Y5 

Overall the girls were one of 12 semi finalists, coming 19th place out of 1200 schools nationally. 

WELL DONE 

 
   

Ms S Zareen, Subject Leader Computing & ICT 
 

 

 

Geography News 
 
Challenge at KS3 is continuing to increase with more focus on skills, both graphical and mapping 
and more in-depth embedding of knowledge, both human and physical. The department is 
currently embedding new SOW that were introduced last year. These aim to ensure that students 
are better prepared to tackle the new specifications at GCSE. Over the last few months there has 
been an increasing focus on teaching students the knowledge and skills to be able to write good 
Geographical answers. We await the Year 7 and 8 exams to see if students are taking this on 
board. 
 
At KS4 Year 11 students are readying themselves for the summer examinations and teachers are 
setting students weekly exam questions to monitor and improve their ability to answer more 
challenging questions. The students also completed fieldwork in Sidcup which helped to embed 
this complex paper 3 knowledge. At the start of Year 11, the students visited the River Darent and 
were required to complete data collection to measure the changes in this river from source to 
mouth and whether it agrees with the Bradshaw Model.  
 
At KS5 Year 13 students are currently working hard to complete their independent studies on a 
geographical issue of their choosing. They will then be completing the course in time for a Year 13 
PPE in March. Year 12 are currently studying Coasts and Regeneration. These students have 
completed fieldwork in the East End and will be taking part in a residential trip in June to collect 
fieldwork data on the south coast. They will then decide on an issue that they wish to investigate 
further. 
 
Mr R Shaw, Subject Leader of Geography 



 

 

Careers Ambassadors 2020-2021 

 

A huge congratulation to the following students who have been appointed as our Careers 
Ambassadors for 2020-2021:  

Ciara R6, Isabelle G3, Georgia B1, Leticia G2, Alana G1, Daya R8, Sharon R9, Mercy G8 and 
Baileigh Y5 

After the initial application the students were invited to interview for the roles to join a team of 
Careers Ambassadors and promote and develop careers education and learning here at Blackfen.  
Careers Education is very high profile and this gives them the opportunity to give their input and 
make change.   The students were proactive in their approach on how careers education can be 
promoted to all students with various ideas to discuss and implement.  I look forward to working 
with an enthusiastic group of students! 

Mrs Smith, Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator 

 

Parking 

We would request that parent/carers who are parking or dropping off students near the school are 
respectful and considerate to the residents in the area and not to park or stop illegally or over 
driveways.  

Thankyou for your cooperation 

 

 



 

 

Calendar of Events 2019 – 2020 
Remaining dates scheduled so far 

 

 Date Event 
10th March 2020 Careers Evening 

18th March 2020 Year 9 Subject Selection Interviews 

19th March 2020 Year 11 PFS afternoon 

20th March 2020 Year 9 DTP Catchup vaccinations 

23rd – 27th March 2020 Achievement Assemblies 

26th March 2020 Jack Petchey Regional Final 

27th March 2020 Easter Concert  

3rd April 2020 Last day of term school finishes at 12.50 

6th – 17th April 2020 Easter Holidays 

23rd – 24th April 2020 D of E Practice 

30th April 2020 Year 7 Parents Evening 

Friday 8th May 2020 Bank Holiday 

14th May 2020 Year 8 Parents Evening 

19th May 2020 Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 

20th May 2020 Year 12 A Level results Assembly 

21st – 24th May 2020 D of E Final  

25th – 29th May 2020 Half Term 

2nd June 2020 Extended Staff Briefing – School starts at 8.45am 

5th June 2020 Year 8 HPV Catchup vaccinations 

17th June 2020 Year 10 Work Experience Assembly 

19th June 2020 Year 11 Celebration 

24th June 2020 Exams Contingency Date 

26th June 2020 Year 12 Induction Day 

1st July 2020 Challenge Day 3 

6th – 13th July Celebration Presentations 

7th July 2020 Year 6 Induction Day and Parents Induction 
Evening 

14th July 2020 Sports Day 

15th & 16th July 2020 Discover Days 

17th July 2020 Last day of Term school finishes at 12.50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Careers and Work Experience 

 

Blackfen School for Girls Careers Forum 

Tuesday 10th March 

We will be holding our Annual Careers Forum on 

Tuesday 10th March from 4.30pm – 7.00pm. 

The Forum provides an excellent opportunity for 

both students and parents to find out more about a 

wide range of careers and the choices available for 

both Further and Higher Education, by providing 

you with the chance to speak to the 

representatives of these organisations and 

establishments.  The evening will also prove 

informative and useful in assisting the students’ 

future career plans and choices. 

We would like to see as many students/parents 

attend as we expect the evening to be both 

interesting and informative.  Further information of 

representative’s attending is provided on the 

school website. 

 

Mrs Smith 

Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


