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As I write this newsletter piece to welcome young people back after the Easter break, we seem to
be moving rapidly into examination season. This will be the first examination season since 2019.
Year 11 will be starting examinations on 16 May and they will be finishing their formal lessons in
school on Friday 13 May 2022. We will be having a celebration with them on that day so the day
will finish slightly earlier for students in years 7-10 on that day. A letter will be sent to you regarding
this. Most year 13 examinations start a week later and they will be celebrating their final day of
formal education a week later than year 11. We wish all our young people every success in the
forthcoming examinations. Last week, invigilators took part in face to face training in school under
the leadership of Ms Parfit, Ms O'Connor and Ms Minnis. It was good to see this team, including
some newcomers, together again. I thank them for their work this year.
The focus for the virtual assembly this week was the annual Stephen Lawrence day. In the
assembly we reflected on Stephen's life, living in our local community, and about his tragic and
brutal murder in a racist attack on 22 April The focus of the day, and of the assembly, was to also
challenge all young people to play an active and positive role in making their communities better
through social action projects.
As a school community, we continue to hold the people of Ukraine in our thoughts at this time. We
continue to hope for a peace in this area.
Staffing news
We welcome Ms Duffy to the school as TA.

Matthew Brown, Head Teacher
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Year 11 Study Leave
I can hardly believe that our year 11 students are almost at the stage where they will go on study
leave and start their Examinations. They did a tremendous job in their additional set of mock
examinations last term and I have every confidence they will approach the actual exam season with
optimism and determination, working towards excellent results which are well deserved after the
resilience they have shown and the hard work they have put in over the last two years. I wanted to
thank all of our families for your support, patience and for working with us during this time.
From Monday 16th May 2022, Year 11 students will be on study leave and will only be required to
come into school for their examinations. However, students who wish to revise in school will be able
to work in school between and during their Examinations in the classrooms they would normally
have their scheduled lessons in. The Learning Zone also remains open each day after school up to
the period of study leave.
Students should aim to revise at home for 5 hours each day on days they do not have examinations
(You might want to try implementing the “Don’t break the chain” strategy below) and should use all
the resources provided by their teacher as well as their exercise books/notes and any additional
revision resources including GCSEPOD which the school subscribes to but this should also be
coupled with regular breaks and other activities.
I know some of our Year 11 students are feeling anxious about the examination period, it will help if
you can encourage and support your child to build and maintain healthy habits before and during
the exam period, such as eating a healthy balanced diet, staying hydrated, getting enough sleep,
doing exercise, having time to relax and to socialise with friends. Remind your child that feeling
nervous and anxious is normal. Support them to be organised and have a routine but also allow
some flexibility. It may be helpful to remind them of their goals in life, motivating them to stay
focused. Staying calm will help them remain calm - and exams don’t last forever. It will soon be time
to celebrate all they have achieved.
Ms Hand, Deputy Headteacher
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YEAR 11 AND YEAR 13 PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS UPDATE
EXAMINATION CONTINGENCY DAY FOR ALL STUDENTS SITTING PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS
The examination contingency day this year is Wednesday 29th June 2022. This means that all
examination candidates at Blackfen School must be available to sit examinations from the date of
their first examination until Wednesday 29th June 2022. This decision is not a school decision and
it applies to all candidates in all schools.
The examination contingency day is arranged by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) on behalf
of all of the examination awarding bodies and which applies to all students taking BTEC, GCSE and
A-Level (or equivalent) examinations. The ‘contingency day’ will be used in the event of “sustained
national or local disruption” during the Summer 2022 examinations. In these circumstances, the
awarding bodies whose examinations are running at this time will have the option to postpone their
examination and to rearrange it at a later date (on the contingency day), so that students affected by
the incident have a fair and equal chance to gain their qualifications.
Parents, carers and students should note the date of the examination contingency day in the event
that an awarding body needs to invoke its contingency plan. They should also ensure that
telephone and email details held by the school are accurate and updated, as necessary, so that
students can be contacted quickly.
MORNING AND AFTERNOON PUBLIC EXAMINATION TIMES
All students in Year 11 and Year 13 taking public examinations should note the following
arrangements for morning and afternoon start times. There is no late admittance to public
examinations:
Morning examinations:
Afternoon examinations:

Line up outside examination rooms at 8.45am
Line up outside examination rooms at 12.45pm

YEAR 11 ARRANGEMENTS
Year 11 students attend their usual lessons until the end of Friday 13th May 2022. As from Monday
16th May, study leave operates which means that Year 11 students attend school only to sit their
public examinations. If they are unable to go home between examinations, students should go to
the classroom in their normal timetable to work independently. They do not have permission to go to
other areas in school while lessons are taking place. Mobile phones, mobile devices and digital
watches must be handed in at the beginning of every examination. They are kept safely for the
duration of the examination in individually numbered bags, placed at the end of each row of
examination tables.
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YEAR 11 EARLY LUNCHES
Light lunch items will be available to Year 11 students from the ‘Food Cube’ (NOT the canteen) at
the early time of Lesson 4: 12.15pm to 12.45pm, as from Monday 16th May. We strongly
recommend Year 11 students to have something to eat and drink before afternoon examinations.
Bottled water - with the label removed - is allowed in examination rooms but no other still or fizzy
drink.
COLLECTION OF GCSE AND A-LEVEL EXAMINATION RESULTS
 A-level examination results are published on Thursday 18th August 2022 and will be
available for collection in the Sixth Form Learning Zone from 9.00am – 10.00am, only. Results
that are not collected at this time will be posted home to students. It is not possible for students
to collect results on behalf of their friends.


GCSE examination results are published on Thursday 25th August 2022 and will be available
for collection in the Performance Space from 9.00am to 11.00am, only. Results that are not
collected at this time will be posted home to students. Parents are warmly invited to join students
in the Performance Space and may collect results on behalf of students as long as suitable
identification is provided, for example, a driving licence photo card or passport.

1. Year 11 students who have been offered a place in Blackfen School's Sixth Form must enrol
on-line on 25th August by 2pm.
2. Go to the ‘Sixth Form’ tab on the Blackfen School website
www.blackfenschoolforgirls.co.uk).
3. Click on ‘Enrolment’ on the right-hand side of the page.
4. Complete the form by entering your GCSE results and confirmed course choices. Then click
on ‘Submit’.
5. You will receive a confirmation email with a unique ID. Save this email.


Any queries on the day should be emailed to: sixthform@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk. You must have
the correct entry requirements for your course choices. We will only contact you (via email or
mobile phone) if there is a problem with your course choice.

Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Parfitt or Miss O'Connor (Examination Officers) on Extension
3143 should you have further queries regarding public examinations.
Ms Minnis, Deputy Headteacher
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Rewards@Blackfen
Reward points are issued for meeting any of the criteria on the poster below. They can be awarded
in class, for homework, helping at a school event or for an act of kindness and contribution to a
member of the school community. They are awarded via our school Sims system at the end of half
term.
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The table below shows the points thresholds needed to achieve each award.

Student Community Rewards 2021 - 2022
Staff have been very busy this term issuing achievement points for students in years 7-11.
Students who have achieved 150+ reward points will be invited to an end of year Pizza Party in
July. Points have been tallied up to the end of Spring term and the community reward table is as
below.
Community

Rewards

Blue

13946

Green

15841

Purple

12478

Red

15576

Yellow

18397

Grand Total

76238
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Well done to Yellow Community for taking the lead with Green Community in second place! We
look forward to accumulating the points up to the end of Summer Term and will inform you which
community is the winner at the end of Summer term. Good Luck!
Miss R Padbury & Mrs K Smith
Reward Co-ordinators

Wellbeing Art Competition
Last month just before the Easter Break, we ran a Wellbeing Art Competition. We had 41 entries in
total and some beautiful, thought-provoking pieces of art that was submitted.
Our overall winner was Seanna 7B9 with a colourful, layered expression of Wellbeing. Our five
runners up were Thisaniyaa 7P8, Sophia 7G3, Freya 7Y3, Kajana 9B7 and Ciara 11B4.

A huge congratulations to all of you and well done for all those entries, it was an exceedingly difficult
decision for the judges.
All the submissions can be seen in the reception corridor, and I know that several visitors have
commented on what talent we have here at Blackfen.
Well done to all of you and especially Seanna.
Mrs Latif, Student Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing Support Officer

Advertisement - Summer Staff
One of our uniform suppliers is looking for summer staff so if there are any students in years 11, 12
and 13 interested they should contact:
Caseysschoolwear LTD
246 Blackfen Road,
Sidcup,
Kent.
DA158PW
02088508645
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Dates for your Diary
Date
Monday 2nd May 2022

Event
Bank Holiday

Monday 9th May 2022
Thursday 12th May 2022
Friday 20th May 2022
25th & 26th May 2022
30th May – 3rd June 2022

Year 10 HPV2 vaccination
Year 8 Parents Evening (online)
HPV Year 8 and 10 Catch up vaccinations
Year 11 D of E Expedition Group 2
Half Term

22nd – 24th June 2022
Thursday 23rd June 2022
Thursday 30th June 2022
2 weeks beginning 4th July 2022
Tuesday 5th July 2022
Friday 8th July 2022
Monday 11th – Friday 15th July 2022
(Provisional dates)
Friday 15th July 2022
Monday 18th July 2022
Tuesday 19th July 2022
Wednesday 20th July 2022
Thursday 21st & Friday 22nd July 2022

Year 12 Trip to Eastbourne
Science Trip to East London College
Challenge Day 3
Year 10 Work Experience
Year 6 Induction Day
Year 12 Induction Day
Community Presentation Celebrations
Sports Day
Student Choice Day 1
Student Choice Day 2
Last day of term – early finish
INSET DAYS
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