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Head Teacher’s Message

Dear Parents/Carers,
We would normally have aimed to have provided a newsletter for you every 2 weeks. We will
return to this but, for the time being, we will produce the newsletter at least once every half term.
Firstly, I would like to welcome all new families to the school. It is great to welcome you as part of
the Blackfen school community whether your child has just started in year 7 or in year 12 or has
just started in any of the other year groups.
Secondly, I would like to congratulate all students who completed examination courses last year
and for their fantastic sets of results. It was a very challenging year for them all and they worked
really hard to achieve at a very high level. My thanks to all parents/carers for their support during
this time and for the outstanding work of the Blackfen school staff team. We are assured that
there will be examinations for all students in years 11 and 13 in June 2022.
In assemblies this half term we have moved from self-care September to optimistic October. The
focus has been on making sure we all look after ourselves and our mental wellbeing despite all the
stresses that are thrown our way. Our lead person for mental wellbeing is Ms Magrowski and she
runs our wellbeing window once a week for students. We are also appointing a mental health
support worker this week to support the work of our young people alongside our ongoing
counselling provision. One of the things we are trying to encouraging is for young people to look
out for their peers. We will be training our next groups of mental wellbeing ambassadors in the
coming month.
During this half term we have been able to maintain fairly high rates of attendance. We know that
many young people in the school have had Covid-19 over the last year and we hope that they
have all recovered. We also know the impact that it has had on families over the last year or so.
In school, we will continue to ventilate rooms and, to this end, there is an accompanying letter
about wearing warmer clothing in the coming months. In addition, the CO2 monitors have arrived
and these will be placed in classrooms over the half term break. Our risk assessment and action
plan are on the school website.
We have opened our doors for open events this half term with over 800 people visiting on the open
evening and a further 400+ families visiting during the day. I would like to thank all students
involved in the open events.
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The term dates for 2022-2023 have been finalised and these are attached. They are still to be
approved by the governing body.
Ms Blatch has recently been appointed as assistant head teacher with responsibility for KS3. This
is to focus on years 7, 8 and 9 up to Christmas. Ms Laryea-Daniels will be faculty leader for social
sciences during that time.
The half term finishes on Thursday 21 October at the normal time - 2.45. Friday 22 October 2021
is the day the school is taking for the Queen's platinum bank holiday (as this falls in half term next
year). We return to school on Monday 1 November 2021 at the normal time. It will be Week B.
I hope that you have a good half term and thank you for your ongoing support.

Matthew Brown, Head teacher

Governors Message
It is incredible to note that already we are approaching half-term! I am pleased to report that within
the constraints of Government guidelines the school is functioning as close to normality as is
possible. Constant monitoring of the Covid-19 situation is taking place supported by the Action
Plan, which is regularly updated in response to government requirements. This allows quick
response to any sudden emergencies.
At the Governing Body's Business Meeting at the start of term a comprehensive Governing Body
action plan for the year was put in place. This included identification of the Governing Body's key
priorities for the year, which included stakeholder engagement, visits (both face to face and on
line), reviewing governance and training. Other important considerations included link
responsibilities and committee membership. These are now in place and the cycle of meeting and
link visits are now underway, together with visits to the School to view the varied activities which
are always taking place. These will be reported upon in subsequent newsletters. Including the
outcomes of any urgent action needed in response to the Covid-19 situation changing.
As part of the governance review it is necessary to continually monitor the governing body
membership to ensure the different responsibilities of governance can be conducted effectively.
The role of a governor is absolutely key to the effective management and leadership of the School,
and parents are part of the fabric which holds the School together, alongside the Head Teacher
and his staff, students and governors. Schools need governing bodies that have a balance and
diversity of knowledge, skills and experience to enable it to be effective. Ofsted (the national
inspection body for schools) has repeatedly noted that the most effective schools demonstrate
effective leadership and management – which includes the governing body. There are places for
five Parent Governors on Blackfen School’s Governing Body and there is currently one vacancy
which we wish to fill at an early opportunity. The Head Teacher has written to all parents/carers
shortly to give more details and to invite nominations. For further information you might also like to
look at the document ‘Parent Governors: Frequently Asked Questions’ on the School website:
http://www.blackfenschoolforgirls.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1220&type=pdf
I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff, students, parents and carers for their support
during these continued difficult times.
Stuart Fitz-Gerald
Chair of Governors

Supporting people at risk of severe allergies
Most of you will be aware that Blackfen has a number of students with a nut allergy which in some
cases can be life threatening. Blackfen School aims to be a nut free school and our caterers do
not source any product in school that intentionally contains tree nuts or peanuts.
In order to assist us we ask that students do not bring food or snacks containing nuts into school
as even eating these products near a student with an allergy may cause a severe reaction. Please
would you speak to your child and ask them not to purchase products containing nuts on the way
in and bring them into school.
Your co-operation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Reminders
Please may we remind parents of the following:
If you are calling to advise the school that your child will be late please choose the option for
student absence, this will take your call straight to the attendance office for recording rather than
you waiting for the operator to answer the call.
As you are aware students are not allowed to use their mobile phones in school. Should your child
call you to say she is unwell, please could you call the school and let us know rather that arriving
to collect her without us knowing. Students should inform their teacher if they are unwell and will
be sent to the medical room if they need medical assistance or are unwell enough to go home.
Lastly may I remind you to ensure that your child’s clothing has their name inside, we have lots of
lost items we are unable to get back to students as they are unnamed.

In Technology, we are celebrating being able to
complete practical lessons in our specialist rooms
again this year!
We have some exciting and engaging lessons and
projects planned for students to make the most of
this time, catching up on practical skills we couldn’t
cover last year.
Year 10 and 11 Food students started off their
lessons with demonstrating knife skills to get
themselves reacquainted with the food room.
Year 10 textiles students have produced some

lovely summer work including moodboards to show what their dream bedroom would look like (this
proved to be a very popular task for the students), visiting an exhibitiong, teaching themselves a
new embroidery stitch and tie-dyeing a top.

WE HAVE MOVED! Textiles
has relocated from DT1 into
A1 which we are really
excited about, we have lots of
space for our super sewers to
get stuck in, we are delighted
to have so much natural light
in the room to help us use our
sewing machines.

We are so happy to be doing
practical lessons again! We
have really missed it and are
really looking forward to seeing
what lovely items you create
this term.

WHITE BEDSHEETS NEEDED!
As you are aware sustainability is a very important issue and at Blackfen we want to do as much
as we can to look after our environment. The first thing we want to do is ask you to donate any
unwanted white bedsheets that we can dye and upcycle into new products. Please bring them into
A1 in your lesson or leave at reception FAO: Mrs N. Wood. Thank you so much for helping us, we
really appreciate it.

Lots of cooking has been happening in Technology as well. So far year 11 have made croissants
and year 10 have made cinnamon rolls. Year 9 have made bread and quiche, whilst year 8 have
made cookies and year 7 have begun their lessons by perfecting their knife skills and making fruit
salads.

Merry Mabon and blessed Autumn
Equinox to those in community who are
Pagan. Mabon begins on 21st
September and ends on 29th
September. The Autumn Equinox starts
on 22nd September
To find out more about what Mabon
and the Autumn Equinox means please
have a look at the following links:
https://metro.co.uk/2021/09/20/autumnequinox-when-is-it-and-what-does-itmean-15281822/

https://www.goddessandgreenman.co.uk/mabon/
Important dates coming up for Equality and Diversity:
U.N. International Day of Peace
21st Sep 2021
A globally shared date for all humanity to commit to Peace above all differences and to contribute
to building a Culture of Peace. As a school, we are working hard to promote peace and
understanding for all members of our community and will continue to do so again this year.

World Dyslexia Awareness Day
4th Oct 2021
A day for awareness of the issues faced by those with dyslexia.
Black History Month 1st- 31st October
PPE will be running a range of events and lessons surrounding Black History Month as well as Mrs
Blatch delivering an assembly about why this month is so important in education.
In History. year 9 have been studying World War One and the troops who fought on the Western
Front. There has been a common misconception that the only soldiers who fought on the
battlefield for Britain were from the United Kingdom. This week students have been exploring the
different ways Britain enlisted soldiers to fight from its Empire, propaganda and conscription. They
have looked at several case studies about 'often forgotten soldiers' taken from David
Olusoga's The World's War, which included: Ganga Singh from India, Mike Mountain Horse a
Native American from the USA and Algerian soldiers from Morocco. The students were asked to
reflect on the importance of these stories when studying soldiers on the Western Front and why it
is so valuable to remember these previously hidden stories of people of colour during WW1. Please
see below some reflections from year 9 students.

Dates for your Diary
(Dates scheduled so far – some dates may be subject to change)

Date
Friday 22nd October 2021
25th – 29th October 2021
Monday 1st November 2021
Monday 1st November 2021
Tuesday 2nd November 2021
Tuesday 9th November 2021
Thursday 11th November 2021
Tuesday 16th November 2021
Tuesday 23rd November 2021
Wednesday 24th November 2021
Thursday 25th November 2021
6th – 10th December 2021
Thursday 9th December 2021
Monday 13th December2021
Friday 17th December 2021
20th December 2021 to 4th January 2022
Wednesday 5th January 2022
Thursday 13th January 2022
Tuesday 25th January 2022
14th – 18th February 2022
Tuesday 22nd February 2022
Thursday 24th February 2022
Thursday 3rd March 2022
Thursday 10th March 2022
Wednesday 16th March 2022
Thursday 17th March 2022
21st – 25th March 2022
Wednesday 30th March 2022
Friday 1st April 2022
4th -18th April 2022
Monday 18th April 2022
Thursday 21st April 2022
Thursday 28th April 2022
Monday 2nd May 2022
Thursday 12th May 2022
Friday 20th May 2022
30th May – 3rd June 2022
Thursday 30th June
2 weeks beginning 4th July 2022
Tuesday 5th July 2022
Friday 8th July 2022
11th – 15th July 2022
Friday 15th July
Monday 18th July 2022
Tuesday 19th July 2022
Wednesday 20th July
Thursday 21st & Friday 22nd July 2022

Event
Substitute Bank Holiday
Half Term
Autumn Term 2 starts (Lessons begin at 8.30am)
Catch up school photographs
Catch up Flu Vaccinations (year 7-11)
Black History Month Carnival 3.30pm
Sixth form Open Evening
Citizenship Fair 3.30pm
Jack Petchey Event
Challenge Day 1
Year 10 Parents Evening (online)
Achievement Assemblies – daily during Community Time
Year 13 Parents Evening (online)
Winter Showcase
Last day of term - early finish
Christmas Holidays
Spring Term starts- lessons begin at 8.30am
Year 11 Parents Evening (online)
Year 9 DTP Meningitis Vaccinations
Half Term
Challenge Day 2
Catch up Date for Year 9 DTPMen Vaccinations
Year 9 Parents Evening (online)
Year 9 Parents Evening (online)
Year 11 PFS (online - time to be confirmed)
Year 9 Selection Interviews
Year 12 Parents Evening (online)
Year 9 Selection Interviews
Achievement Assemblies (Daily during Community Time)
HPV 2 vaccinations (For year 9 & 10)
Last day of term – early finish
Easter Holidays
Bank Holiday
Summer Term starts – lessons begin at 8.30am
Year 8 HPV1 vaccination and Catch ups Year 9/10s
Year 7 Parents Evening (online)
Bank Holiday
Year 8 Parents Evening (online)
HPV Year 8 Catch up vaccinations
Half Term
Challenge Day 3
Year 10 Work Experience
Year 6 Induction Day
Year 12 Induction Day
Provisional dates for Community Presentation Celebrations
Sports Day
Student Choice Day 1
Student choice Day 2
Last day of term – early finish
INSET DAYS

