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Head Teacher’s Message
Dear Parents/Carers,
On behalf of the Blackfen school community, I wish you and your family a peaceful break over the
coming weeks. I would like to personally thank the staff and governing body for their work during
the last term. I would also like to thank you, as parents/carers and families, for all your work and
support this term.
Staffing news
We say farewell and happy retirement to Tina Beeson from our finance office. Tina has worked at
Blackfen school since 2003 following 22 years in the Bank. She has, I am sure, dealt with you or
your daughter/son during their time at the school. Tina has always dealt with concerns, queries
and questions in a calm manner and nothing has been too much trouble for her. In all her work,
Tina has put young people at the heart of her work and we will miss her and her work in the
school. Happy retirement Tina.
We also say goodbye to Angela Walton. Angela has worked at the school for 16 years. Students
will recognise her as the departmental clerical assistant across several subjects including
mathematics. Her work has also involved the raising attainment work in year 11. She leaves us to
take up a more full time role at a local primary school.
Future dates
19 April – term starts – Week A2.
3 May – May Day Bank Holiday
Monday 7 June – Additional INSET day (as notified in the letter this week)

Matthew Brown, Head teacher
Blacken School for Girls
Blackfen Road
Sidcup
DA15 9NU Tel: 02083031887

Governors Message
On behalf of the Governing Body, I am glad to be able to welcome back all students and staff –
those who have been working at home and those who have continued to work in school during the
current lockdown. The aim of all staff has been to ensure that students receive the best education
possible, and the Governing Body thanks them for their hard work and dedication. We would also
like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all parents and carers for their contribution to remote learning and
the support they have given their young people. This has been invaluable. Although governors
are still unable to visit the School because of Covid rules, we currently have 5 governors who have
daughters in the School and we receive very useful feedback from those governors about how
remote learning has been going at the ‘coal face’.
We know that your daughters and sons will have had different and varied experiences of lockdown
and the pandemic, and the School is very conscious that concerns for student wellbeing generally
have become particularly acute as a consequence of the pandemic. One of my areas of particular
interest as a governor is in wellbeing and mental health and I wanted to just highlight for you those
sections of the School website which may be of particular assistance if your young person needs
support for their wellbeing. On the website, follow the link Blackfen School for Girls - Covid - 19
and then click on the ‘Safeguarding and Student Welfare’ tab. There is a wealth of information
there and you will hopefully find what you need in order to support your young person. This
section also contains information which may be helpful to yourself or other members of your family
should this be necessary. There is also an email link there for the Student Welfare Team should
you wish to contact the School direct. We are regularly briefed by the Leadership Team on
wellbeing and mental health at our monthly Governing Body meetings.
I wish you all the best for the coming weeks and hope that, in this time of Covid-19, we are all
getting nearer to the light at the end of the tunnel!
Janet Phelps, Co-Vice Chair of Governors

News from the Maths Department
Numeracy Competitions.
Students have been taking part in Numeracy Competitions on Teams. Two were themed around
Christmas and the latest around Pi day.
In case you did not know March 14th is known as Pi Day throughout the world; when the date is
written in the American Format it reads 3.14. A very special Pi Day took place in 2015 when the
date read 3.1415. Pi = 3.141592654.
The prize has not yet been awarded for the Pi day competition but the £10 Amazon voucher for the
12 Days of Christmas Numeracy Quiz was won by Daisy year 7R9 and the £10 Amazon voucher
for the Christmas Numeracy Escape Room was won by Lily in year 8Y4
.
Congratulations to Daisy and Lily.
Mrs Tregenna, Numeracy Coordinator.

Careers & Work Experience
Careers – Virtual Work Experience in the NHS – Nursing
Earlier this term the NHS hosted a virtual work experience day to help students
find out about the different roles and opportunities within nursing. They heard directly from active
nurses about their careers, some of whom are still in training or newly qualified, from across the
varied disciplines of nursing, the variety of roles, the skills and qualifications they look for, what the
training is like and what you`ll learn along the way.
During these unprecedented times of Covid–19 Nursing is a career where you can make a
difference, work in different roles around the world with a competitive starting salary and earning
potential and a huge choice and opportunity for personal and professional growth. The virtual
work experience day managed to show our students what a career in nursing can offer and
introduce you to the faces behind the masks.
‘I found the session very beneficial as it included all the different strands of nursing and
helped me to decide on my Nursing career pathway’ Elsa, Year 11
Mrs Kellie Smith
Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator

Rewards
Student Community Rewards 2020 - 2021
Staff have been very busy this term issuing achievement points for students in years 7-11.
Reward
Postcards have been sent home to all students who have achieved 40+ reward points. We would especially
like to congratulate the following students who were the top two highest reward point holders in their
community up to the end of Autumn term:
Morgan 8R1 has accumulated 130 Reward points
Molly 9R1 has accumulated 127 Reward points
Alexia 7Y2 has accumulated 102 Reward points
Maathusha 9Y8 has accumulated 97 Reward points
Ese 9B5 has accumulated 97 Reward points
Emma 9B6 has accumulated 96 Reward points
Nuvini 7G4 has accumulated 90 Reward points
Kelly 9G4 has accumulated 89 Reward points
Leila 9P9 has accumulated 98 Reward points
Navraj 9P6 has accumulated 84 Reward points
Well done to them all, to congratulate their efforts students have been awarded an Amazon voucher and
certificate!
Points have been tallied up to February half term and the community reward table is as below. Look at your
upcoming Spring Progress Update to see your individual achievement totals, postcards for this period will
be sent out before the end of Spring term.
Community
Blue
Green
Purple
Red
Yellow
Grand Total

Rewards
2905
3083
2933
2782
2901
14604

Well done to Green Community for taking the lead with Purple Community hot on your heels! We look
forward to accumulating the points up to the end of Spring Term and will inform you which community is in
the lead when we return for Summer term. Good Luck!
Miss R Padbury & Mrs K Smith Reward Co-ordinators

JIGSAW News
Our Jigsaw students have been working hard this term and I am so proud of their achievements.
Mrs Thomas' reflective Art lesson allowed the students to think about inspiring quotes and we now
have a display of these in the OASIS corridor. Summer's quote, "Be who you want to be..." has
helped her to feel motivated for College next year. In RS, Year 9 have been learning about
Prejudice and Discrimination and completing a project on Martin Luther King.
All students showed great teamwork skills when completing a timeline challenge and I was
impressed with their communication and problem-solving abilities. They even beat the timer for the
first time this term - huge progress!
Thanks to Miss Kowalik's lesson on 'Earth Day' last week, our Year 7, 8 and 9 have contributed to
the School community. For protecting our environment with help from Mrs Goddard, five bags of
rubbish were collected and a real difference was made. How will you make a difference over the
Easter break?
Wishing you all a happy Easter from everyone in OASIS.
.
Miss Taylor, Jigsaw

Governors’ Book Review Competition Spring Term 2021

This term we were pleased to still receive lots of entries for the termly Governors’ Book Review
Competition despite being in remote learning for most of the term.
The Winner was Lea from 8F for her review of One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus which the
Governors described as ‘a very confident and well expressed account’.
Runner up was Vanessa from 7A who wrote a review of The Last Wild by Piers Torday which
she described as ‘an action-packed book that makes your imagination run wild!’
Congratulations to both girls who will receive a certificate and prize.
Both books are available to be borrowed from the school library and don’t forget, if you read a
book over the Easter holidays you can write a review for next term’s competition.
Mrs Kingsbury-Barker, School Librarian

Additional Information
Please may we remind parent/carers that when dropping off or collecting students by car that they
park responsibly in areas that are legal and not to block resident’s driveways or cause an
obstruction.

New Build
The New teaching accommodation block has been completed and the school is now fully
occupying all the rooms. This project was awarded to the school via the ESFA Condition
Improvement Fund (CIF) where the school submitted a bid justifying the reason for the bid. In
Blackfen’s circumstance we were able to justify this by removing 3 demountable buildings that
were end of life with out of date heating, cooling and environmental safety and security systems
and visually not in keeping with the rest of the school.
This project completion was 7 months later than the original finish date due to COVID-19. This is
still a great achievement by the contractor when you have to consider the 3 breaks in the project
due to COVID-19 lockdowns and manufactures constraints on product. The feedback from staff
and students is very positive with the up to date systems controlling the environment and a modern
environment to aid teaching and learning.
The new building houses 8 classrooms, 3 offices, 1 training/meeting room, and toilet areas &
storage facilities. This has shown the schools commitment to its staff and students and will be a
welcome addition to the school especially for prospective parents and students wanting to come to
Blackfen in the future. The 3 demolished buildings were Drama, Science lab and Textiles. Along
with the new build we refurbished 2 new Drama rooms and a Science Lab (see images below) and
was able to move Textiles closer to the faculty. By aligning subjects to bring them closer to their
faculties has eased the burden on staff and students having to walk a long way across the school
to get to their next lesson.
See below the images of the external and internal images of the new building.
Below is the Drama block as the school would have known it.

Below image is of the demolition of the Drama block that originally sat on the location of the new building.

New Drama Room

New Science Lab

View on new building from the sports field

View from the back of the new building

View from internal quad joining with existing main building.

Finished occupied classroom

Gary Morgan, Business Manager

Calendar of Events 2020 - 2021
Remaining dates scheduled so far

Date
2nd

-16th

April 2021

Event
Easter Holidays (incl bank holidays)

Monday 19th April 2021

Summer Term starts Week A2

Thursday 22nd April 2021

Year 8 HPV1 Vaccinations

Thursday 29th April 2021

Year 8 Parents Evening (online)

Friday 21st May 2021

Year 8 HPV and 9 HPV Catch up

Monday 3rd May 2021

Bank Holiday

Thursday 6th May 2021

Year 7 Parents Evening (online)

Thursday 20th May 2021

Year 10 Parents Evening (online)

Friday 21st May 2021

Years 8 & 9 HPV Vaccinations (Catchups)

31st May - 4th June 2021

Half Term

Monday 7th June 2021

Additional INSET day

Friday 16th July 2021

Last Day of Term

19th/20th/21st July 2021

INSET DAYS

