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Head Teacher’s Message 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
The school fell silent for 2 minutes on the 11th November to remember all those who have lost 
their lives in war and conflict.  Students were reminded that there are still wars and conflict going 
on in the world and how important it is that we all work towards a peaceful future. 
 
In year 13, students have embarked on their Pre Public Examinations (PPEs) and year 11 start 
these soon.  We wish all our students all the best in their studies for these.  Announcements have 
been made about contingency arrangements in the unlikely event that examinations don't go 
ahead in 2022.  We are working through these so that we are prepared for this.  My thanks to the 
examinations team, including the examinations officers and invigilators. 
 
This term finishes early on Friday 17 December, details will be sent out shortly.  It will be a non-
school uniform day on that day.  The new term starts on Wednesday 5 January 2022.  It will be 
Week A when we return.  Over the coming months there may be times when adverse weather, 
including snow, may mean that we have to make changes to schooling.  In very extreme cases, 
the school may have to close.  A letter will be sent out shortly which provides you with information 
about how to check the status of the school on any given day.  Please make sure that you are 
familiar with this. 
 
As you are aware, we have had to make some recent changes to how we do things in the school 
in response to information from the local Public Health team.  The risk assessment and risk 
assessment action plan have also been updated and these are available on the school website.  If 
you would like copies of these please contact the school. 
 
Last week 19 students were trained as mental well-being ambassadors in the school.  Under the 
leadership of Ms Magrowski and Pascale Berthellet from the local authority, students spent the day 
with each other in their training.  We have also recently appointed a mental health support worker 
for students and Ms Latif will start this role on 6 December.  The mental well-being ambassadors 
and the new staff team for this area should ensure that we can start to meet some of the increase 
demand for support. 
 
As it is now starting to get dark as students leave school, especially if they take part in after school 
activities, students need to take care especially when crossing roads in the local area.  Drivers of 
vehicles do not always adhere to the speed limit and some do not appreciate that they are near a 
school.  There have been some near misses and two incidents this term of students being hit by 
vehicles.  All of us need to take care in and around school in respect of transport. 
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Staffing news 
We have welcomed Mr Ajose to the school as cover manager and Ms Adeyemi-John to our PPE 
team.   
 
We welcome Mrs C Downs to the governing body as a parent governor.  Miss Brewer steps down 
as a staff governor at the end of her term of office.  We thank her for her work.  Ms Norwood and 
Ms Doyle join the governing body as staff governors. 
 
I would like to thank you for all your ongoing support during these challenging times. 

 
 
 

Matthew Brown, Head teacher 
       

 
 

Governors Message 
 

Since the last newsletter members of the Governing Body have participated in a variety of 
activities. These ultimately are aimed at helping the school to pursue its vision, which includes 
amongst other things to "raise aspirations and release the potential of every young person".  
 
Recent governor activities have included participation in the London Borough of Bexley Governors' 
Conference and undertaking further training sessions including: Governors as Investigating 
officers; Child protection, Safeguarding & Prevent and Supporting the Management of Behaviour. 
There have also been meetings withg the  Leadership Team and Faculty Leaders. The Chair and 
Vice-Chair of Governors have had their regular strategic planning meeting with the Head Teacher 
and the regular cycle of Sub-Committee meetings have continued, including the Premises 
Committee and the Finance, Audit and Risk Committee. The Full Governing Body will meet shortly 
which will include the Head Teacher's Report together with consideration of the minutes of the 
committee meetings which have taken place this term.  
 
A key concern of all meetings is risk assessment and planning to mitigate these. This has been a 
key focus, particularly of the Full Governing Body meeting and the Finance, Audit and Risk 
Committee. At the forefront currently is the Risk Assessment of the Covid-19 position and the 
School's Action Plan to deal with it. Other potential financial and non-financial risks are constantly 
monitored, addressed and reported upon. This is a collaborative enterprise between the Governing 
Body and the Leadership Team with regard to both strategy for mitigation and management of the 
strategy's implementation. 
 
Any updates or further matters of importance will be included in the last newsletter of the term. 
 
Stuart Fitz-Gerald, Chair of Governors 
 

 
 

Careers and Work Experience 
 

Key Stage 4 course selection: Guidance and support for Year 9 students 

Next term, Year 9 students will select their Key Stage 4 courses for study in Year 10 and Year 11. 

The process of selecting Key Stage 4 courses marks students’ transition from Key Stage 3 into 

Key Stage 4, as well as their first consideration of post-19 education, training and employment. 

These decisions are important, which is why family support and input is unquestionably essential. 

It is my pleasure, as the school’s Work Experience and Business / Community Links Coordinator, 

to offer guidance to Year 9 students and their families, as they consider the range of Key Stage 4 

courses on offer and think ahead to future training and employment in the world of work.  

 



 

 

Students will shortly be issued with a guidance booklet called ‘Year 9 preparation for Key Stage 

4 course selection’, which is designed for completion at home with input from parents and carers. 

Please read the booklet carefully, as there are specific sections to be completed in discussion with 

your daughter. The purpose of the booklet is to guide students, with parental support, to reflect on 

their personal character traits and qualities and their academic strengths and learning journey. 

Developing a clear and honest understanding of these two areas is the starting point for choosing 

Key Stage 4 subjects and is most successful when supported by family adults.  

 

Key Stage 4 course selection at Blackfen School is always a guided process. We recognise that 

these choices will influence, to some extent, the courses selected by your daughter for study in 

Key Stage 5 and then the kind of training and education she selects at the end of Year 13, so your 

input is much appreciated at this time. Please complete pages 2-10 and page 21 of the booklet 

and then sign on page 1 of the booklet to confirm that you have read and discussed the content of 

these pages with your daughter.  

 

Year 9 students must bring the completed booklet to their small-group careers interviews (January 

– March), as well as to other meetings with senior staff in school. Families should ensure that the 

on-line Key Stage 4 course selection form is completed by Wednesday 9th March 2022. There 

will be no further changes accepted to your daughter’s selection of subjects after this date.  

 

At Blackfen School, we have taken time to develop resources that enable our students to fully 

explore and research their future education, training and career options. Please do not hesitate to 

contact me, at school, if you would like additional information about any aspect of our on-going 

careers guidance.  

 

Mrs Kellie Smith 

Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator 

 

 
 

Jack Petchey 
 
On Tuesday 23rd November, twenty-three Year 10 students took part in this year's Jack Petchey 
'Speak Out' Challenge workshop day.  
 
The aim of the day is to provide training on how to improve presentation skills and sessions 
included the importance of first impressions, body language and use of voice. By the end of the 
workshops, all students were able to deliver a short speech from memory in front of a small 
audience, demonstrating excellent resilience. One student commented that the session "allowed 
me to come out of my comfort zone" and another that they now feel 'more aware of how my body 
language affects other's opinions of me.  
 
Congratulations to Chardania, Molly, Beth, Maathusha, Niamh and Rume who are now through to 
the next round, with an opportunity to win a place in the Regional Bexley Finals. 
 
Ms Norwood 
Literacy Co-ordinator 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
In Textiles Year 7 have been learning about 
natural and synthetic fibres.  From here we 
then tie-dyed some cotton t-shirts.  The 
outcomes look absolutely fantastic and the 
students are delighted with them! 

In Textiles Year 8 have been 
designing and decorating their 
cushions based on different cultures. 
 
They have created some amazing 
designs and then carefully 
embroidered those design onto the 
front of the cushion and tie-dying the 
back.  They will be taking them 
home soon so keep an eye out for 
them! 

In Textiles Year 9 have been designing 
and decorating a tote bag. 
 
They have been using different types of 
hand embroidery to represent their work 
of their chosen textile artist.  These too 
will be making their way home over the 
next few weeks, we hope you like them 
as much as we do! 



 
 

YEAR 7 CHRISTMAS COMPETITION!!  You are welcome to use any materials but if you would 
like one of ours please email me at nwo@blackfen.bexley.sch.uk with your name, class and 
teacher.  Please see the below for more information 
 

 
 
 

THREAD OF HOPE! 
 

Last year Key Stage 3 students embroidered some felt shapes to go on our ‘Tree of Hope’.  This 

has now been assembled in A1 to show the lovely and inspiring words students embroidered onto 

their chosen shape.  It brightens up our classroom and gives off a really positive vibe! 

                                         
 
 

WHITE BEDSHEETS NEEDED (more please!) 
 

As per my previous request we would like some more bedsheets. Many thanks to those who have 
donated some already, we have managed to provide material for 3 sets of classes which is 
fantastic! 
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Holocaust Educational Trust – Lessons from Auschwitz project  
by Demi Northover, year 13 

 
I decided to join the project because I am deeply interested in the history of the Second World War 
and how the Holocaust happened and the experiences of those involved. I did this course in the 
beginning of October and took part in three live conferences with Holocaust experts, but also 
people who wanted to humanise the Holocaust and share the stories of victims and survivors. I 
found this extremely engaging and interesting as we had small breakout rooms where we 
discussed pre-life for Jewish people, the rise of anti-Semitism, and the Holocaust itself and the 
roles of concentration and extermination camps such as Birkenau. Importantly, we used this time 
to also discuss survivors’ stories to ensure their memories and experiences will be remembered 
and told to future generations; one of these being the story of Eva Clarke who was born in 
Mauthausen concentration camp, we heard about the horrid experiences her mother endured.   
 
This experience was pivotal in me deciding that I wanted to continue learning about the Holocaust 
and learning important survivor and victim stories because it is crucial that something as 
devastating and inhumane never happens again. Therefore, I decided to do this article on 
Holocaust resistance to show how these people who endured unimaginable experiences are 
humans just like us; they acted valiantly and courageously in a period of oppression and the 
constant threat of death. Hopefully, once my article and work had been viewed, I may become a 
Holocaust Ambassador which will enable me to share these significant stories to much more 
people.  
 
My article is attached to this newsletter. 
 

 
 

Vivien Donovan 
 

A further tribute was made recently to Vivien Donovan, a Midday Supervisor at Blackfen, who 
passed away earlier this year. 
 
A rose bush was planted in her name in the gardens of our new building by some of her 
colleagues which we hope will grow and flourish in her memory. 
 

            
 



 
Supporting people at risk of severe allergies 

 

Most of you will be aware that Blackfen has a number of students with a nut allergy which in some 
cases can be life threatening.  Blackfen School aims to be a nut free school and our caterers do 
not source any product in school that intentionally contains tree nuts or peanuts. 
 
In order to assist us we ask that students do not bring food or snacks containing nuts into school 
as even eating these products near a student with an allergy may cause a severe reaction.  Please 
would you speak to your child and ask them not to purchase products containing nuts on the way 
in and bring them into school. 
 
Your co-operation in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 

Reminders 
 

Please may we remind parents of the following: 
 
If you are calling to advise the school that your child will be late or absent, please choose the 
option for student absence, this will take your call straight to the attendance office for recording 
rather than you waiting for the operator to answer the call.  
 
As you are aware students are not allowed to use their mobile phones in school.  Should your child 
call you to say she is unwell, please could you call the school and let us know rather that arriving 
to collect her without us knowing.  Students should inform their teacher if they are unwell and will 
be sent to the medical room if they need medical assistance or are unwell enough to go home. 
 
Lastly may I remind you to ensure that your child’s clothing has their name inside, we have lots of 
lost items we are unable to get back to students as they are unnamed. 
 
 

 
 

Christmas event in the Blackfen Area 

We have been asked to pass on details of a Christmas event taking place in Blackfen. 

‘This year the event will be held throughout Blackfen and will be bigger and better than ever.  

Santa is visiting Blackfen library to give away free gifts, there will be craft activities, stalls, bouncy 
castles, children's rides, characters, CC Events, face painting, Christmas food stalls, street 
entertainers, choirs and lots more - it really should be a fun day for the community! 
 

It is taking place on Saturday 27th November 10.30am - 4.30pm’ Please see the attached flyer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
(Dates scheduled so far – some dates may be subject to change as we are constantly reviewing in 

light of pandemic restrictions) 
 
 

Date 
 

Event 

6th – 10th December 2021 Achievement Assemblies – daily during Community Time 

Thursday 9th December 2021 Year 13 Parents Evening (online) 

Monday 13th December2021  Winter Showcase  

Friday 17th December 2021 Last day of term - early finish  

20th December 2021 to 4th January 2022 Christmas Holidays 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 Spring Term starts- lessons begin at 8.30am 

Thursday 13th January 2022 Year 11 Parents Evening (online) 

Tuesday 25th January 2022 Year 9 DTP Meningitis Vaccinations 

14th – 18th February 2022 Half Term 

Tuesday 22nd February 2022 Challenge Day 2 

Thursday 24th February 2022 Catch up Date for Year 9 DTPMen Vaccinations 
Year 9 Parents Evening (online) 

Thursday 3rd March 2022 Year 9 Parents Evening (online) 

Thursday 10th March 2022 Year 11 PFS (online - time to be confirmed)  

Wednesday 16th March 2022 Year 9 Selection Interviews 
Year 12 Parents Evening (online) 

Thursday 17th March 2022 Year 9 Selection Interviews 

21st – 25th March 2022 Achievement Assemblies (Daily during Community Time) 

Wednesday 30th March 2022 HPV 2 vaccinations (For year 9 & 10) 

Friday 1st April 2022 Last day of term – early finish 

4th -18th April 2022 Easter Holidays 

Monday 18th April 2022   Bank Holiday 

Thursday 21st April 2022 Summer Term starts – lessons begin at 8.30am 
Year 8 HPV1 vaccination and Catch ups Year 9/10s 

Thursday 28th April 2022 Year 7 Parents Evening (online) 

Monday 2nd May 2022 Bank Holiday 

Thursday 12th May 2022 Year 8 Parents Evening (online) 

Friday 20th May 2022 HPV Year 8 Catch up vaccinations 

30th May – 3rd June 2022 Half Term 

Thursday 30th June Challenge Day 3 

2 weeks beginning 4th July 2022 Year 10 Work Experience 

Tuesday 5th July 2022 Year 6 Induction Day 

Friday 8th July 2022 Year 12 Induction Day 

11th – 15th July 2022 Provisional dates for Community Presentation Celebrations 

Friday 15th July Sports Day 

Monday 18th July 2022 Student Choice Day 1 

Tuesday 19th July 2022 Student choice Day 2 

Wednesday 20th July  Last day of term – early finish 

Thursday 21st & Friday 22nd July 2022 INSET DAYS 

 


