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        Head Teacher’s Message 

 

A happy new year to you all (I am not sure when you can stop saying that!!!).  I hope that you had 
a good Christmas and new year.  It was good to see students returning to school last week ready 
to face the challenges ahead in the new decade.  The focus of the first assemblies of the term has 
been on making improvements, on the importance of self-discipline and positive behaviour and on 
the theme of having a “Great Dream”.  The start of the new year gives an opportunity for reflection 
but also enables us to make a “fresh start”.  We expect our young people to have pride in what 
they do, have pride in how they behave, have pride in who they are and have pride in their 
community.  The assembly was also led by Zara in year 10 who was raising awareness, through a 
presentation, of juvenile idiopathic arthritis.  It was so good to see her leading on this. 
 
This week we held our parents’ evening for year 11 students and parents.  This follows the 
publication of PPE results on Wednesday during a special assembly.  The PPE results are an 
indication of where students are at this point in time.  They were reminded about the journey which 
they are on and how they are preparing for “take off” in August when the final results are 
published.  Staff, students, parents and Governors are working hard together to ensure the best 
possible outcomes in the summer.  The idea of “first choice” destinations for our students was 
further emphasised in individual discussions for all year 11 students about their year 12 courses at 
the school.  Students have also been taking part in taster lessons to help to guide them in making 
decisions.  We look forward to continuing to work with our students to ensure they get their “first 
choice” in August.  I would like to thank all parents/carers for their support. 
 
Ofsted visited during the last week of the term.  I would like to thank all parents/carers who 
completed the on-line parent view.  I am hoping that the final report will be published in the next 
few weeks.  I will write to you once I have received the report. 
 
Staffing news 
We welcome Ms Kowalik to the school as teacher of technology in addition to Ms Oldfield as 
teacher of PPE and Citizenship. 
At the end of this month we say goodbye to Ms London (Receptionist) who is retiring.  Over the 
last decade Ms London has been the face of Blackfen and the first point of call for parents, 
students and visitors.  We will be “celebrating” her retirement later in the month.  In the meantime, 
we thank her for all her work and wish her all the best in her retirement. 
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Short term closure (adverse weather) procedure 
This is just a reminder of what to do and how to find information in the unlikely event that the 
school has to be closed.  A was sent home last term and is also available on the website.  The 
short term closure procedure is available on the website.  Please familiarise yourself with this 
information and keep it somewhere safe! 
 
Future Dates 
As last year, to ensure that all staff are updated on policies, procedures, current thinking and future 
planning we will be holding half termly staff meetings.  The dates for these are 3rd March 2020, 
21st April 2020 and 2nd June 2020.  On these dates students should be in school by 8.40 for 
lesson 1 to begin at 8.45. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Matthew Brown, Head teacher 

 

 

Year 11 
 
Reminder about our event, “Memory and how to hack it” 
 
24th Feb, 6pm: Memory and how to hack it. An evening delivered by an external consultant, this 
session gets to the very heart (well, the brain) of how revise effectively. It’s grounded in robust 
research and cutting-edge science. It introduces to parents the link between learning and memory 
and how to maximise their child’s chance of success. Whatever you do, don’t forget to come along 
on this evening. Tie a knot in your hanky if you need to, but don’t forget! 
 
This is an absolutely essential evening for all parents/carers of year 11 students. I look forward to 
seeing you all there, 
 
Miss Hand, Deputy Headteacher 
 

 
 

Summer 2020 public examinations update 

 

1 - Change to provisional examination dates 

Unusually, the examination boards have changed the timings of some examinations scheduled to 

take place on 3rd and 10th June 2020. Examinations originally scheduled for the morning will now 

take place in the afternoon and vice versa.  Below are the amended timings for subjects on these 

dates: 

  

3rd June 2020 – 9.00 am: GCSE Geography - Paper 2 

3rd June 2020 – 1.00 pm: GCSE Spanish - Writing 

  

10th June 2020 – 9.00 am: GCSE Chemistry Combined and Triple Science – Paper 2   

10th June 2020 – 1.00 pm: GCSE Citizenship - Paper 1 



 

 

10th June 2020 – 1.00 pm: GCE (A-Level) Sociology - Paper 3  

 

Individual, personalised timetables for Summer 2020 examinations will be issued to students as 

from the beginning of February.  

 

2 - Booking a family holiday or gap-year trip?  

Please bear in mind that the examination contingency day this year is Wednesday 24th June 

2020.  This means that all examination candidates at Blackfen School must be available to sit 

examinations from the date of their first examination until Wednesday 24th June 2020.  This 

decision is not a school decision and it applies to all candidates in all schools.   

 

Parents, carers and students should note the date of the examination contingency day in the event 

that an awarding body needs to invoke its contingency plan. They should also ensure that 

telephone and email details held by the school are accurate and updated, as necessary, so 

that students can be contacted quickly.  

 

Miss F Minnis, Deputy Headteacher 

 

 
 

Careers and Work Experience 2020 

Year 9 Careers Interviews 

The Year 9 group interviews start this Thursday with Blue Community.  Hopefully over the 

Christmas break you were able to start to complete the ‘Year 9 preparation for Key Stage Course 

Selection booklet’. The booklet will help her to reflect and think through the selection process, with 

sections of the booklet to be completed together with your daughter.  Your daughter should bring it 

to her small group careers interview and her final Key Stage 4 course selection meeting with 

Blackfen School’s Leadership Team on Wednesday 18th March. 

The Key Stage 4 course selection is a guided process of which family support is essential and to 

ensure that your daughter has the best possible choice of training, study and employment at the 

end of Year 11 we ask you to take time with your daughter to complete pages 2-10 and page 21 of 

the booklet. Once you have completed these pages please sign to confirm on page 1 of the 

booklet. 

 

Year 10 Work Experience - 6th – 17th July 2020 

Only 4 weeks left until completed placement 

forms must be returned!  

If you have already found a placement and still 

need to arrange for the placement form to be 

completed, please ensure that it is returned by 

Friday 14th February.  Students who have not 



 

 

secured a placement by Friday 14th February will attend school during the Work Experience 

period attending Year 9 lessons in school uniform.  

 

Save the Date! 

Blackfen School for Girls Careers 

Forum Tuesday 10th March 

We will be holding our Annual 

Careers Forum on Tuesday 10th 

March from 4.30pm – 7.00pm. 

The Forum provides an excellent 

opportunity for both students and 

parents to find out more about a 

wide range of careers and the 

choices available for both Further 

and Higher Education, by providing 

you with the chance to speak to the 

representatives of these 

organisations and establishments.  

The evening will also prove 

informative and useful in assisting 

the students’ future career plans 

and choices. 

We would like to see as many 

students/parents attend as we expect the evening to be both interesting and informative.  Further 

information will be provided nearer the date. 

Mrs Smith 

Work Experience and Business/Community Links Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Molly  

‘This image is my 

favourite as it was the 

result of a process that I 

hadn’t tried before, the 

bright colours make it 

very eye-catching & 
successfully show a glitch 

art effect.’ 

Grace ‘This is my favourite image because I like the crossover 

of shoots, In Photoshop I layered an image from one shoot 

where we used lights to draw faces on top of an image that I 

took at Danson fireworks. I really liked this effect because it 

makes the face look like it's been drawn on with an ink pen’ 

Jessica: ‘In this image I like how every colour is different 

and each one is bright, I also like how the background 

of the image is black which creates more of a focus 

onto the bright colours. The combination of two identical 

images created one final image.’ 

Talitha: ‘This is my favourite image because not only does it 

have a high-quality crisp focus but the long-exposure time 

allowed me extra time to add details to the light drawing and 

made it more eye-catching.’ 
Karina: ‘This is my favourite image due to the multiple exposed 

image, known as double exposure. I have edited this image to 

create a shadow 3D effect.’  

Photography A level - Year 12 Line Drawings  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Calendar of Events 2019 – 2020 
Dates scheduled so far 

 

 Date Event 
24th January 2020 Year 7 Showcase 

27th January 2020 Year 9 DTP Vaccinations 

30th January 2020 Year 12 Parents Evening 

3rd – 8th February 2020 Trip to Berlin & Krakow 

3rd – 14th February 2020 Year 9 Taster lessons 

13th February 2020 Year 9 Options Evening 5.30 and 6.15 

17th – 21st February 2020 Half Term 

25th February 2020 Challenge Day 2 

27th February 2020 Year 9 Parents Evening1.  4.30 - 6.30 
Green/Red/Blue 1-4 

3rd March 2020 Extended Staff Briefing – School starts at 8.45am 

4th March 2020 Sixth Form ‘Next Steps’ Information Evening’ 

5th March 2020 Year 9 Parents Evening 2 (4.30-6.30) - Yellow / 
Purple / Blue 5-9 

10th March 2020 Careers Evening 

18th March 2020 Year 9 Selection Interviews 

19th March 2020 Year 11 PFS afternoon 

20th March 2020 Year 9 DTP Catchup vaccinations 

23rd – 27th March 2020 Achievement Assemblies 

26th March 2020 Jack Petchey Regional Final 

27th March 2020 Easter Concert date to be confirmed 

3rd April 2020 Last day of term school finishes at 12.50 

6th – 17th April 2020 Easter Holidays 

30th April 2020 Year 7 Parents Evening 

Friday 8th May 2020 Bank Holiday 

14th May 2020 Year 8 Parents Evening 

19th May 2020 Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 

20th May 2020 Year 12 A Level results Assembly 

21st – 24th May 2020 D of E Final – dates to be confirmed 

25th – 29th May 2020 Half Term 

2nd June 2020 Extended Staff Briefing – School starts at 8.45am 

5th June 2020 Year 8 HPV Catchup vaccinations 

17th June 2020 Year 10 Work Experience Assembly 

19th June 2020 Year 11 Celebration 

24th June 2020 Exams Contingency Date 

26th June 2020 Year 12 Induction Day 

1st July 2020 Challenge Day 3 

6th – 13th July Celebration Presentations 

7th July 2020 Year 6 Induction Day and Parents Induction 
Evening 

14th July 2020 Sports Day 

15th & 16th July 2020 Discover Days 

17th July 2020 Last day of Term school finishes at 12.50 

 
 
 


