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 Headteacherôs Message 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we bring the long Autumn term to an end, I'd like to pass on my thanks to you for your support 
of your daughters (and sons) this academic year so far. We are very pleased to see improved 
attendance and punctuality across the school, improved behaviour and some wonderful 
achievements across our student body.  
 
Firstly, I'd like to share warm congratulations to our Year 11 Resource Provision students, who 
are the first in the cohort to receive formal qualifications to mark the end of Key Stage 4 in English. 
Well done for your resilience and hard work! I would also like to recognise every student who has 
undertaken Pre-Public Exams this term. These practice exams are such an important stepping 
stone towards the 'real thing.' Again, well done for showing up, trying hard and being resilient 
when these practice exams don't go as well as you'd like. Every practice is an opportunity to learn. 
Keep going!  
 
We have had some absolutely wonderful performances at school. I would like to express my 
gratitude to the Expressive Arts team who worked so hard preparing the girls for our annual Winter 
Showcase. This time, the girls performed to over 200 primary school students and their teachers 
and then put on a sold-out show on Tuesday evening. Our showcase featured nearly 200 students 
from year 7 to year 12. It was an absolute extravaganza of talent in music, art, drama, design 
tech, dance and cheerleading. These performances always remind me what a privilege it is to be 
part of our students' life story; it is wonderful to see our students grow in confidence and to see 
how much they relish performing.  

  19th December 2025 
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We brought the Autumn term to an end with our charity drives-raising money for Save the Children 
and the local Hospice with our Christmas jumpers and the Rudolph Fun Run for Year 7. Please 
do get onto our Just Giving page if you have not managed to donate as yet. The charities 
appreciate your support. We hope to raise £2000 this year.  
 
I wish you all a very merry Christmas and best wishes for 2026. We look forward to welcoming 
students back to school on Tuesday 6th January.  
 

 
Carrie Senior 
Headteacher 

 

 
 

Literacy Across the curriculum 
 
Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge 
Thirty students participated in a workshop day on 2nd December to help develop their public 
speaking skills. We were thrilled to work again with Speakers Trust on the Jack Petchey Speak 
Out Challenge. Six selected students will now receive further mentoring and have a chance to 
represent Blackfen at the Bexley regional finals in March 2026. Many congratulations to:  Swaraa 
(10ANN) ; Evie (10IST) ; Mia (10KRU); Nora (10IST); Malia (10IST) and Simran (10KRU).  Millie 
(10ANN) and Penny (10KVI) were also highly commended. All students represented the school 
superbly, with the external trainer remarking what a pleasure it was to work with them.  
 

 
 
Year 7 Writing Competition 
 
Year 7 classes received lessons on Gothic writing this year and all students participated in the 
Halloween short story competition. Many congratulations to our winner, Amber (7NHH) and two 
runners up, Maisie (7MJA) and Bella (&MJA). Many thanks also to our Governor for Literacy who 
helped to judge to entries. 
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    Ms Norwood 
    Teacher of English & Literacy Co-ordinator 
 

 
 

 
Chess Tournament 

 
Blackfen held its first Chess Tournament of the school year on Tuesday 9th December. It was 
always going to be a competitive battle for the prestigious Blackfen Chess title, and it didnôt 
disappoint.  
 
The tournament went right down to the final match, where Ami Year 9 emerged as the Blackfen 
Chess Champion.  
 

 
 
Congratulations to Ami and to all the students who took part. 
 
Mr Love 
Faculty Leader for English 
 
 

 
 

9ċƖĲĲƖƚШ Ĳƽƚ 
 

SEND Local Offer Live Event  

The Local Offer Live event is a drop-in session designed for young people with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), aged 13ï25, and their families. It focuses 
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on Preparation for Adulthood, helping young people explore their next steps in Education, 
Employment, and Training. 
 
During the event parents, carers and students were able to access: 
 
Expert advice and guidance on education, training, and employment options. 
 
Progression pathways ï learn about local colleges, apprenticeships, and job opportunities. 
Careers guidance tailored to SEND young people. 
Aspiration workshops ï share hopes and dreams for the future, information on sectors such 
as finance, creative industries, health and social care, and more. 
 
The SEND Event was a fantastic opportunity for young people with special education needs and 
disabilities to explore the wide range of services, resources, and future pathways available to 
support them in Education, Employment, Training and  beyond.  The event featured local 
providers, support services, and organisations who are passionate about helping young people 
achieve their goals and aspirations. 
 
A group of students from Blackfen attended and provided 
feedback after the event: 
 
óI went to the Careers Fair and looked at different types of 
colleges and universitiesô 
 
óAt the Careers Fair I talked to the different stallôs and got 
leaflets with different ideasô   
 
óI enjoyed the Careers Fairô 
      
Mrs Smith 

Careers Department 

 

 

 
Dance/Drama News  

 
Winter Showcase 

Itôs been another busy but exciting term in Performing Arts, we have been rehearsing with various 

groups at lunchtime and afterschool to prepare for the Winter Showcase (16th Dec) where over 

180 students performed in a variety of acts.  

 

On the day of the show we welcomed three local primary schools to watch a matinee version, 

with the full show taking place at 6pm, following on from the DT and Art exhibition at 5.30pm.  

Somerset House Exhibition 
On Tuesday 9th December A-Level students studying Photography, Art and Dance went to 
Somerset House to see two exhibitions. One was Wayne McGregors 'Infinite Bodies'. The 
interactive exhibition was multi-sensory which supported the learning of students in a range of 
expressive arts subjects.  
 
This exhibition celebrates multi award-winning choreographer Wayne McGregorôs extraordinary 
collaborations, bringing together world-leading artists, designers, filmmakers, and musicians.  
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Ms Jarman 
Second In Charge- Expressive Arts Faculty 
Subject Leader of Dance and Drama 
 

 
 

News from the Resource Provision 
 
Maths 
Students in the Resource Provision have been working hard across both key stages and are in 
full swing, demonstrating a real desire to learn.  Year 7ôs have covered topics including ratio, 
capacity, money, time, and geometry.  Year 8ôs have started to extend their knowledge and 
develop their understanding in these areas.  Year 9 students embarked on their Entry Level Maths 
coursework and over the course of the term have shown a real commitment to their studies and 
have all managed to complete 8 components and 8 assessments.   
 
Following on from this, students undertook a project on the 3 inspirational and highly talented 
women in the film Hidden Figures.  Students were able to experience a range of Speech and 
Language strategies including the use of Colourful Semantics to research the characters 
Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson.  To conclude the project, students were 
able to watch the film and complete their own review.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

óI watched Hidden Figures.  The film is about three women who had helped NASA with their rockets 
going into space.  Throughout the film, it showed how it really was for all three women as they had to 
deal with racism, sexism and discrimination.  At the end they all succeeded and were known for their 
great work for NASA. 
 
The characters were played by Taraji P. Henson as Katherine Johnson. Octavia Spencer as Dorothy 
Vaughan and Janelle Monae as Mary Jackson. 
 
I liked the film because I felt the vibe of the three women as they felt very powerful for themslves and 
they stuck with each other, helping and supporting each other.  In my opinion I feel that the film had a 
meaning behind it.  It was saying that if you are or look different, that doesnôt mean you should be 
treated differently and doesnôt stop you from giving up. 
 
My favourite part of the film was when Katherine Johnson was roaring loudly to a man on how she was 
being treated differently and she ran to a different building to go to the coloured bathroom. 
 
As I was watching that scene I felt a wave of respect and amazement how Katherine was raged with 
anger when she was confessing everything that she held inside.  I am really impressed that Katherine 
showed her real emothions that she always has been feeling secretly ever since she worked for NASA 
 
I would definitely recommend this film to people who like to watch characters who have power and pride 
in what they are doing during the film and theat they are not gving up.ô 
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During the last 2 weeks of term, all Key Stage 3 students have actively engaged in consolidating 
their learning of 2D and 3D shapes. Having chosen a Christmas character to build, students set 
about creating their master piece. It was a joy to see the excitement and engagement across all 
3 year groups.  Well done everyone ï they look fabulous! 

 

 
 
Key Stage 4 pupils have been working hard all term in preparation for their exam in January. They 
have all shown such resilience and commitment to their studies and I wish them all the very best 
for the 8th January.  
 
History  
Key Stage 3 pupils have been learning about the Slave Trade and British Civil Rights Movement.   
It has been a real pleasure to see everyone so actively engaged in their learning and recent 
assessments have clearly shown how students can make inferences, find facts, make 
comparisons and give their own opinions.    
 
To conclude the term, this week, Key Stage 3 students have had the opportunity to explore 
Colourful Semantics through the film and book, The Polar Express. Here, students explored the 
word óbelieveô through a word attack, then, having heard the story, created their own mind map 
to check what they had remembered. This led to the creation of some excellent sentences. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

óI watched Hidden Figures. The film is about 3 girls that work for NASA. The characters were 
Dorothy Vaughan who was played by Octavia Spencer. Mary Jackson was played by Janelle 
Monae and Katherine was played by Taraji P Henson. I like the film because it was interesting. 
 
My favourite part of the film was when Katherine Johnson was telling them how she felt at work.ô 
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Aladdin ï Here we come!!! 
Thanks to the Expressive Arts Department, the Resource Provision have all had a wonderful 
experience at The Orchard Theatre this week watching Aladdin.  Students across all key stages  
actively engaged in all aspects of the Panto on Tuesday afternoon.  From ñItôs behind youò to 
ñWhacka, whacka Frankie!ò, students sang, shouted, laughed and danced their way through a fun  
afternoon, made all the more special as two of our own students were dancing on stage, one of 
whom is in the Resource Provision.  And who could forget the shout out to Blackfen School!  
Students could be heard saying ñI love it here!ò and ñThis is the best day of my life!ò  Staff too 
enjoyed themselves and would like to thank the students for their impeccable behaviour 
throughout.   

 
Mrs Baker 
Teacher of SEN 
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News from the Computing and ICT department 
 

2025 UK Bebras Computational 
Thinking Challenge ï RESULTS  
 

Level complete! Your hard work and 
thinking skills really paid off! 
 
 
You may remember that in early November this year all Blacken students in Year 8 and Year 9, 
as well as some in Year 10, took part in a computational thinking challenge run by the Raspberry 
Pi Foundation.  The UK Bebras yearly challenge aims to develop studentsô logical thinking and 
problem-solving skills by getting them to solve various interactive challenges within 45 minutes.  
Our school performed really well again this year.  Eight of our students received gold certificates 
placing them in the top 10% nationally:  Zara  8-AVA-9, Erika 8-VKN-5, Paige 8-MHU-3, Amelie 
8-RPA-7, Sonya 8-MHU-3, Arwen 9-SEK-7, Courtney  9-GVA-2 and Lize 9-NJA-1.  
Congratulations! This is an impressive achievement. 
 
We are incredibly proud of every student who took part in the competition and showed 
determination and resilience as they tackled the challenges. Out of the 390 students who 
participated, 107 achieved a Distinction certificate and 102 were awarded a Merit certificate. A  
further 181 students received a certificate for participating, recognising their commitment, 
perseverance and willingness to challenge themselves. Every certificate reflects valuable learning 
and effort, with all students strengthening their logical thinking and problem-solving skills through 
taking part. 
 
Well done to everyone who took part. With the skills gained this year, weôre excited to see what 
our students will achieve next year. 
 
The future is full of AI, but logic, coding, problem-solving and ICT are still the skills that employers 
really want. They help us succeed in any job and handle challenges in our personal lives.  At the 
end of the day, AI canôt match genuine creativity or the human touch in problem-solving. 
Take Computing or ICT at KS4 and show the world what you can do!ò 
 
Ms Auvinet 
Subject Leader for Computing and IT 
 

 
 

Well being News 
 

Warmest Wellbeing Wishes for the Winter Break 
What a long term itôs been and a busy one too and I think we are all ready for some time to unwind 
and put into practice all the lovely feel-good wellbeing practices that we know so well to boost our 
mood. 
 
In school we have been busy recruiting and training our new Mental Health Ambassador team 
and they have some wonderful ideas to help support our students within the school community, 
starting with helping on our charity day and then mentoring, assemblies and much more to come.   
 
Sometimes once the rush of Christmas is over, we are left with days to fill before the new term 
starts, so here are some ideas that you may want to explore before we resume school in the New 
Yearé. 
 




