IGNITING LEADERS CHANGING LIVES

PiXL Reading

We hope you and your family had a wonderful Easter break.

As the final term of the academic year begins, we hope this newsletter will provide you and your child with a
selection of books to choose from. Research shows there is a decline in young people reading for pleasure in
their free time and we know, from our work in schools, that some students don't know that there are really
exciting books out there, exploring topics they're interested in! The selection within this newsletter aims to
cover a wide range of interests, topics and reading accessibility to help with this. However, you could of course
explore books online or in your local library/book shop too!

If your child is preparing for exams, whether internal or GCSE examinations, they will no doubt be spending time
revising and preparing for these. Part of this revision will involve reading - but immersing ourselves in the world
of a book is also a way to reduce stress and improve mental wellbeing.

If your child is struggling to read, please do speak to your school about this, and explore ways you could
support them at home. For example, by reading with them, to them, and encouraging them to find a book
which suits their interests as well as their reading level. We hope that this selection may spark some ideas for
this. However, it's also worth bearing in mind that some students prefer to ‘read’ through audio books and that
this is still a valid form of them hearing the written word in a fluent and expressive way.

Please note that unless otherwise stated, the texts are suitable from Year 7 and up, but please do research
the books before selecting them to ensure that they are appropriate for your child, as these are just a
publisher’s guide.

We hope that amongst all these recommendations, you find something which interests your child and we wish
you the very best of luck for this half term.

OUT NOW:

One of the benefits of reading is that it builds

e . our empathy. The team at
and you can access it via www.yotocarnegies.co.uk.

This spans books aimed at children from early years

each year. The 2024 collections for primary
and secondary are out now and available at

https://www.empathylab.uk/RFE-2024.

through to young adult and could offer

another collection of books to choose from!
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SHORTER-LENGTH READS

The books on the next two pages are shorter-length, which could be engaging for anyone, but they are
published in a dyslexia-friendly font to help make them accessible to all. If your child doesn’t have dyslexia, they
can still read these wonderful books!

Jodie
HILARY McKAY

Northern Soul
PHIL EARLE

Jodie never Marv's fourteen

HILARY McKAY AN INETANT ELASSIE® wo
wanted to Rl St and his life is

come on the

simple. There's

football. And
his best mate, N“Hm[n"

Jimmy. Perfect.

Nothing else

matters, until

a new girl at

school called " ‘: ;

residential trip
to the field
centre. A loner
at school, she's
forced into

a dormitory
with other
girls from her Carly crashes
class who don't into his life. For
understand her
and talk about
her behind her

back. Even though they're not trying to be

Mary, it's love
at first sight,
his emotions
flipped upside down, as he knows a girl
mean, Jodie feels excluded and miserable, like Carly will never notice him. He needs
and eventually escapes out onto the salt help - lots of it - but when it miraculously
marshes in search of a little dog she can arrives in the shape of a musical idol from
hear barking in the distance. But the salt the past, the path to Carly’'s heart proves

marshes are dangerous and Jodie gets anything but easy...

trapped by the incoming tide. Stuck in the

mud, will anyone even notice that she's
gone? And where is the little dog that
keeps barking so mournfully...?
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Drowning in My Bedroom The Mystery of Me

STEVE COLE KAREN McCOMBIE

Ketty doesn't remember -
i
anything about the Karen McCombie

accident, or much from

Gayla is trapped all alone
when floodwater pours
into her bedroom in a
residential centre for kids before. The doctors
with disabilities. Junjun's say her memories will
makeshift shack has been come back, butin the
washed away in the flood meantime, school
and he needs to find is a frightening and
medicine for his sister, confusing place. Otis
who's sick after drinking seems to be her only
friend - he's kind and

caring, funny too. And

contaminated water. At
first, these two young

people seem to have little he may hold the key to

in common and pity each remembering the old
other, but as the waters continue to rise, they must Ketty... But will Ketty recognise or even like the girl
work together to find a way to survive. she used to be?

Echostar is Always Listening
MELINDA SALISBURY

Ruby Brookes and her best friend Deva have won
free places at the Ash Tree Foundation Performing
Arts Camp over the summer, but only if their school
grades seriously improve. So when Deva suddenly
starts getting high marks in all their subjects, leaving
Ruby behind, she is confused and jealous - until she
finds out Deva's success is down to EchoStar, a new

app that's helping her get ahead. Ruby is desperate

to start using it too, but there is much more to
EchoStar than she has imagined. Because EchoStar
is always watching and listening...
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LONGER-LENGTH READS

Steady for This

NATHANAEL LESSORE

Shaun (aka MC Growls) is ready to drop his
best bars and smash the competition at
Raptology. That way, he's convinced Tanisha,
his crush, will finally give him a chance. But
when a livestream practice goes epically
wrong, Growls's dirty laundry is literally
exposed. He's finally achieved his dreams

of going viral - not in the good way. Now
Tanisha won't look at him, he's the joke of the
school and there's no way he can show his
face at the competition. Will he ever catch a
break?

SREPTHE ACT. HRe? THE REAT.
S e THE M

i
i
MATHANAEL LESSORE
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Quiet Storm
KIMBERLY WHITTAM

Storm has never liked to stand out from the
crowd, but ever since she started Year 7,

her life has been full of people telling her

she needs to speak up, make friends and be
more like her popular big brother. Then Storm
breaks a school record, and finds herself the
new star of the athletics team. But as she's
thrust into the spotlight, her home life and
friendships start spiralling out of control, and
it's time for Quiet Storm to show that she has
something to say.
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Lily Grim and the City of Undone

ANDY RUFFELL

Lily Grim's life is a mystery. She has lived with her guardian Gabriel,
in their rundown second-hand shop in the City of Undone, for as
long as she can remember. For years, the city-dwellers have lived

i IJI\IDONE in uneasy discord with The Others - a community of wanderers

forced to shelter within the city walls, after they were driven from

.~ : g their nomadic camps in the wilderness. But Undone is a dark and

dangerous place to live, especially if you're an Other: feared for
their special gifts, they are persecuted by the cruel Master of the
City and taken to the Ring - a prison from which few ever return.

When the Master captures Gabriel and throws him into the Ring,
Lily is saved by a young Other boy called Dekka. He introduces her
to a whole Otherworld that exists beneath the City of Undone.

To her astonishment Lily discovers she is an Other, too - with
powerful gifts - and is now in grave danger: because the Master
wants her dead. But why?

b 1h et & oo O iy e e ved o the werig?

Black Hole Cinema Club ._ , . T

CHRISTOPHER EDGE

When Lucas meets his friends at the local cinema - nicknamed 'The
Black Hole" - they're excited about the movie marathon ahead. Non-
stop action, blockbuster special effects and all the snacks they can eat.
But as the lights go down, they watch in disbelief as a jet-black tidal
wave comes crashing out of the cinema screen. The five friends find
themselves swept into an epic adventure. Secret hideouts. Prehistoric
monsters. Lost cities. Impossible missions. Being the hero of your own
film should feel like fun. But as the cliff-hanger scenes they're pitched
into become ever more perilous, Lucas and his friends start to wonder
if these movies are really make believe...

HRISTOP

exiseling suther of [SEASE Qiniw ﬂ:ﬂ,.
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Safiyyah's War

HIBA NOOR KHAN

War comes to the streets
of Paris and Safiyyah's
life changes forever. Her
best friend’s family have
fled and the bombing
makes her afraid to leave
the mosque where she
lives. But when her father
is arrested by the Nazis
for his secret Resistance
work, it falls to Safiyyah
to run the dangerous
errands around the city.
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It's not long before hundreds of persecuted Jews

seek sanctuary at the mosque. Can Safiyyah find the

courage to enter the treacherous catacombs under

Paris and lead the Jews to safety?

The Girl Who Couldn’t Lie

SECONDARY
NEWSLETTER

Uglies
SCOTT WESTERFELD

In Tally Youngblood's FAIRY TALE BEAUTY MAS NIVER LOOKED
world, looks matter. V-V
At sixteen, everyone

undergoes a

transformation from

"Ugly” to "Pretty” and is

catapulted into a high-

tech paradise where the

only thing that matters is

having a great time and W .
you never have to worry -

or think for yourself. Tally WESTERFELD
can't wait. But then, with just weeks to go to Tally's
birthday, her friend Shay runs away and the ugly
truth about the world of the Pretties starts to reveal
itself. What if the beauty of the Pretties’ utopia
really is just skin deep?

RADHIKA SANGHAMI %-;'.

RADHIKA SANGHANI PREORDER FOR 9TH MAY!

Priya Shah lies. A lot. She pretends everything in her life is

perfect, so she doesn't disappoint anyone. But when she

puts on a bangle left to her by her Ba - the one person

she was always honest with - she finds herself unable to

tell a lie. Priya is mortified. She tells her dad she hates his

cooking, she tells Dan Zhang about her huge crush on him,

she shares her best friends' secrets at school. She can't get

the bangle off and she can't stop the truths pouring out

of her. As more things go wrong, and Priya's truth-telling

spirals out of control, can Priya learn to be honest without

hurting the people she loves?
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The Fights That Make Us

SARAH HAGGER-HOLT

Jesse has recently come out as non-binary, and is
struggling to find their place at school, and ideas for their
project on lost stories from history. Thirty-five years earlier,

Jesse's cousin Lisa is falling for her best friend, but with

new laws being introduced to restrict LGBT people's rights,
they'll have to fight for the world to accept who they are.
When Jesse stumbles across Lisa’'s teenage diary, they are
fascinated and horrified by her stories of living a secret

life and protesting in the streets. Now it's Jesse's turn to
find a way to shine a spotlight on a history that mustn't be
forgotten.

Away With Words

SOPHIE CAMERON

Gala and her dad, Jordi, have just
moved from Catalufia to a town in
Scotland, to live with Jordi's boyfriend
Ryan. Gala doesn't speak much English,
and feels lost, lonely and unable to

be her usual funny self. Until she
befriends Natalie, a girl with selective
mutism. The two girls find their own
ways to communicate, which includes
collecting other people's discarded
words. They use the words to write
anonymous supportive poems for

their classmates, but then someone
begins leaving nasty messages using the same method - and the
girls are blamed. Gala has finally started adapting to her new life
in Scotland and is determined to find the culprit. Can she and
Natalie show the school who they really are?
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Black Flamingo
DEAN ATTA

Michael

waits in the
stage wings,
wearing a pink
wig, pink fluffy
coat and black
heels. One
more step

will see him

illuminated by

spotlight. He
has been on
a journey of bravery to get here, and he
is almost ready to show himself to the

world in bold colours...

Can he emerge as The Black Flamingo?
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Legendborn 14+
TRACY DEONN

After her mother dies in an accident, sixteen-year-old Bree
Matthews wants to escape. A residential programme for

/‘ / bright high-schoolers seems like the perfect opportunity

- until she witnesses a magical attack her very first night

on campus... The mage's failure unlocks Bree's own unique
= ) magic and a buried memory about her mother. Now Bree will
] }_GFN[) B@‘ { l\] do whatever it takes to discover the truth, even infiltrate the
P -

i Tinice: Biasta oy Legendborn. But when the Legendborn reveal themselves

il as the descendants of King Arthur’s knights and foretell

a magical war, Bree must decide how far she'll go for the
truth. Should she use her magic to take the society down -
or join the fight?

“E“Aﬁhil;hﬁ” Where Sleeping Girls Lie
Sl e ey FARIDAH ABIKE-iYIMIDE

Sade Hussein is the new girl at Alfred Noble Academy,

a prestigious mixed boarding school. She's always been
home-schooled and has no idea what to expect when
she steps through the doors of her imposing new home.
But she certainly didn't imagine her roommate, Elizabeth,
going missing on her first night. Or for people to think
Sade had something to do with it. Instead of blending in,
suddenly everyone is talking about Sade, including the
Unholy Trinity - a group of the most popular girls at the
school. Swept up in their circle, Sade still can't shake the
sense that there's more to Elizabeth's disappearance -
especially as no one seems to care what's happened to
her. And then, a student is found dead...

secrets haont these hollawed holis
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NON-FICTION RECOMMENDATIONS

Most Haunted Theatres
YVETTE FIELDING

Yvette Fielding and her Most
Haunted team are on a quest to
uncover the ghostly histories of
Britain's theatres. Brought to life
by Yvette and the Most Haunted
team’s investigations, prepare
to be spooked by ‘the father of
clowns’, the ghost of the killer
thespian Charles Macklin, and the
lingering spirit of a ballerina who
tragically took her own life...

What is Politics?
Why Should We Care?

MICHAEL ROSEN & ANNEMARIE YOUNG

Politics, in its widest sense,
affects us all every day. What
if there were no politics? What
would that look like? What

does it mean to be political or {ljh

non-political and what effect

do each of these positions
have? This book looks at how

(Oﬁ/m'

Questi ﬂ\ﬂ c
[Michae! Rosen & Annemarie Young

politics affects everyone

in society. It looks at the

whole political spectrum, in
countries around the world and
examines what politics means in different contexts and
situations. What forms can political action take, and
what difference does it make? Readers are encouraged
to think for themselves about the issues discussed and
decide how or whether they would like to take part in
politics at some level.
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100 Things To Know
About Science

Engaging and
accessible
information

on exactly 100
science topics that
will fascinate and
inspire children

- and adults too!
Packed with facts
and colourful

infographics on
both familiar and
less familiar topics from the Earth’'s magnetic
poles to spider venom and black holes. The
book includes internet links to specially
selected websites where readers can
discover even more surprising science facts.

Together We Can

NED HARTLEY

From inventing
vaccines in record
time to dealing
with climate
change, the
biggest challenges
we face can only
be overcome when

teams of people
work together
towards a common
goal. Together We Can is a celebration
of what we can achieve when human
beings work collaboratively.
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NON-FICTION FOR OLDER READERS

The Only Study Guide You'll Ever Need

JADE BOWLER

We've all been there: a new school year starts and there's 8
months till your exams - that's plenty of time, right? Then there's
6 months, 3 months, T month and oh, now there's 2 weeks left
and you haven't started studying... What happens next is a panic-
induced mayhem of highlighting everything in the textbook
(without even questioning if it's actually helpful). But I'm here

to change this! In The Only Study Guide You'll Ever Need, I'll
cover a range of different topics, including: how to get started
and pick up that pen, learning techniques that actually work,

the dos and don'ts of timetabling and combatting fear of failure,
perfectionism, exam stress and so much more!

Humankind: A Hopeful History
RUTGER BREGMAN

Human beings, we're taught, are by nature selfish and governed by
self-interest. Humankind makes a new argument: that it is realistic,
as well as revolutionary, to assume that people are good. This book
takes some of the world's most famous studies and events and
reframes them, providing a new perspective on the last 200,000
years of human history. From the real-life Lord of the Flies to the
Blitz, a Siberian fox farm to an infamous New York murder, Stanley
Milgram’s Yale shock machine to the Stanford prison experiment,
Bregman shows how believing in human kindness and altruism can
be a new way to think and act, as well as how this could be the
foundation for achieving true change in our society. It is time for a
new view of human nature.
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You'll Ever

Jade Bowler

THE
INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER

“Made me see humanity
from a fresh perspective”
‘Yuval Noah Harari

“Hugely, hi
appily rec
Stephen

Human

kind

A Hopeful History

Rutger Bregman
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